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Men Of Violence

A

Introduction

Men Of Violence

Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Ontheanniversaryof thedisputedJune 2009election
andoneyearofunprecedentedviolenceandrepression
inIran, the International Campaign for Human Rights
in Iranisreleasing this report naming fifteen leading
officialsresponsibleforcarryingoutthe brutalrepression
againstpeaceful protestors and civil society activists.

The 36-page report, Menof Violence: Perpetrators of
thePostElection Crackdown, providesdetailedprofiles
offifteenofficialswhoeitherimplemented brutal policies
of repression or instigated and promoted violence
againstprotestors. Thereportisavailableinmultimedia
aswellas printformats on the Campaign’s website at:
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/men-of-violence/

Although the Iranian Judiciary has moved swiftly
in prosecuting dissidents and protestors in patently
unfair trails, it has taken no steps to identify and hold
responsible those committing widespread atrocities.

Accordingtogovernment’'sownaccounts, atleast48
protestors died on the streets during the pastyear as
wellasfourdetaineeswhowere murderedundertorture
atthe Kahrizak Detention center. According to Iranian
human rights defenders, the number of those killed is
much higher, butthe government has intimidated the
families ofthe deadregarding publicizing theirnames.

The Campaign calls onthe international community,

particularly countries where the fifteen human rights
violators named in this report may travel to or hold
financial assets, toimplement travel bans against
them and freeze their assets. These countries could
particularly include member states of the European
Union, Canada, UAE, and Malaysia.

The International CampaignforHumanRightsiniran
callsforacomprehensiveinvestigationandprosecution
of all the perpetrators of this violent crackdown, who
eitherthrough their own direct actions or those of their
subordinates are responsible for these atrocities.
There are also numerous officials who have promoted,
encouraged, and instigated violence. The Campaign
is presenting some of the main perpetrators and
promoters of violence here. Iran’s leader, Ayatollah
SayedAli Khamanei, as the commanderin chief ofthe
armed forces as well asthe ultimate authority incharge
ofthe securityandintelligence apparatus aswellasthe
judicialbranch,isobligatedtoordertheinvestigationand
prosecution ofthose responsible.

Thefifteenindividuals namedinthisreportinclude:

1)Hossein Taeb, Commander of the Basij Forces
during the time of June elections. Forces under his
command participated in mass beatings, murder,
detentionandtorture of peaceful protestors.

2)Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei, Minister of
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Intelligence at the time of elections and the country’s
current General Prosecutor. Intelligence agents under
his command were responsible of detention, torture,
and extraction of false confessions under duress from
hundreds of activists, journalists, dissidents, and
reformistpoliticians.

3)Ismail Ahmadi Moghadam, Head of the Iranian
Police. Forces under Moghadam’s command led brutal
attacks on peaceful protests, attacks onand destruction
of private property, and a violent night time attack on the
dormitories of Tehran University.

4)Saeed Mortazavi, Tehran’s prosecutor General at
the time of June elections. He issued a blanket order
used for detention of hundreds of activists, journalists,
and students. In some instances, the blanket arrest
warrantbearing hissignature was datedtwodaysbefore
the 12 Juneelections. Heisalsoresponsible for sending
detained street protestors to the Kahrizak Detention
Centerwheretheyweretorturedandill-treated, resulting
infourdeaths.

5)Sadeq Mahsouli, the Minister of the Interior of the
Islamic Republic of Iran atthe time elections. As Interior
Minister, Mahsouli had authority over all police forces,
interior ministry security agents, and its plainclothes
agents. His forces were responsible for attacks onthe
dormitories of Tehran University on 15 June 2009.

6)Abolghassem Salavati, presiding judge of Branch
15 of the Islamic Revolutionary Courts. During the post
electionshowtrials, Salavatiisone ofthe onlythreejudges
inchargeof post-electioncases. Hehassentencedmore
thanahundredpolitical prisoners, humanrightsactivists,
andpeacefuldemonstratorstolengthy prisonsentences
aswellasatleastnine execution sentences, earningthe
moniker, "The Judge of Death."

7)SeyedHassanFirouzabadi, Chiefof Staffofthe Joint
ArmedForcesofthelslamic Republicoflran, the highest
military organizationresponsible for directing all military
divisionsandpolicies, includingthe IslamicRevolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) and police. Forces under his
command carried out brutal repression of peaceful
protestorsaswellas massdetentions.

8)MohammadAliJafari, Commanderof IRGC.Forces
under hiscommand were directly responsible for a
significant part of post-elections violence and arrests of
reformistpolitical figures, activists, and journalists.

9)Mohammad Moghisseh, Head of Branch 28 of the
Islamic Revolutionary Courts. He has beenin charge
of the cases of many activists and protesters arrested
afterthe June 2009 elections. He has notonly issued
long prison sentences based on unfounded charges,
he hasalsoissued atleastthree death sentencesforthe

protesters.

10)Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, Secretary General of
the Guardian Council. Since the 12 June presidential
election, Jannati has unabashedly incited violence,
demanded death sentences for election protestors,
and coordinated his rhetoric with the IRGC and security
forces. He hasrepeatedly called protestors "corruptors
onearth,"achargethatcarriesthedeathpenalty. Jannati
has continuously demanded execution sentences from
the Iranian Judiciary, and supported the implementation
ofsuch sentences.

11)Ayatollah Mohammad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi, isthe
headofthe KhomeiniEducationandResearchInstitutein
Qomandamemberofthe Assembly of Experts. Overthe
pastdecade, he hasbecomeknown as “the theoretician
ofviolence,”forhisunabashedpromotionand defense of
state-sponsoredviolenceagainstdissidents. Throughhis
inflammatory statements, he hasbeenaleadingfigurein
instigatingviolence againstpeacefulprotestorsobjecting
toelectionresultsand humanrightsviolations.

12)Yadollah Javani, Head of the IRGC Political
Office. He hasrepeatedly supported the use of violence
and harsh interrogation tactics against post-election
protesters. Javani’s statements have become the basis
forindictments against protestors and have resulted in
the IRGC’stakeover ofinterrogations.

13)Rouhollah Hosseinian, Member of Parliament.
He has continuously incited violence and demanded
death sentences against protestors. He led a group
of 36 parliamentarians in introducing an urgentbill in
Parliamentthat would reduce the appeals period for
persons charged with moharebeh (enmity against God)
andsentencedtoexecutiontoonlyfivedays. The billwas
justified as a means to expedite the implementation of
deathsentencesissued for post-election protestors.

14)Ali Saeedi, Representative of Supreme Leaderin
IRGC. Saeedivehemently defended the role of IRGC
forcesin post-election crackdowns and their use of
violenceoncitizens,becomingoneofthe highestranking
Islamic Republic authorities to sanction the actions of
security apparatuses.

15)Hossein Shariatmadari, Editor-in-Chief of Kayhan
Newspaper is one of the individuals who firstaccused
reformist presidential candidates of a velvet revolution
during the vote count after the June presidential
elections and promoted violence against protestors.
Shariatmadari's definition of a “velvet revolution” soon
became the dominant literature used by the IRGC,
Ministry of Intelligence, Basij, and police forces for
crackingdown onthe post-elections protesters.
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Men Of Violence

(]

Hossein Taeb

Commander oftheBasij Forces atthetimeof Juneelection

Hossein Taeb was Commander of the paramilitary Basij
Resistance Forceduringthe June 2009 presidentialelections.
He was appointed to that position in July 2008 by Supreme
LeaderAyatollah Khamenei. Forces under his command
wereinstrumentalinbeatingandkillingdemonstratorsin post-
electionunrest.

Eyewitnessesinterviewedbythe International Campaignfor
HumanRightsin Iran confirmthe brutaltreatmentdoled outby
Basijforces. (i) Some protestorsweretakentoBasijbasesand
illegal detention centers, such as Lolagar Mosque BasijBase
andBasijMeghdadBase 177, priortobeingtransferredtopolice
stationsorIntelligence Offices. Duringsuchstays, Taeb’s Basij
forcesbeat,abused, psychologically orphysicallytortured,and
threatened protestorswith death. (ii)

Themostextremeactsofabuseoccurredsoonafter12June.
Inonestreetproteston20June,inwhichaccordingtoTehran's
mayorthreemillion protestors participated, authorities claimed
eleven people were killed, butthe Campaign's research
indicates that atleast 34 people were murdered by Basijand
plainclothesagents. (iii)Accordingtodocuments, photographs,
and eyewitness reports, Basijforces were widely responsible
forshooting (iv) and killing demonstrators. (v)

Duringthenightof15June 2009, inthedormitoriesof Tehran
University, Basijforces, togetherwith police agents, brokeinto
universitydormitories, violently forcingtheirwayintostudent’s
rooms, destroying their property and injuring many. Avideo,
leaked ontheinternetin February 2010, shows the attack by
police and Basijforces on the university dormitories, leaving
nodoubtabouttheillegalforced entry and subsequentabuse.
(vi) Taebattributedthe murderof27-yearold NedaAghaSoltan
on20June aswellasthe deaths of numerous other protestors
to"rioters." (vii)

Formergovernmentofficials, whospokewiththe Campaign
on the condition of anonymity, describe Taeb as assuming
responsibility for maintaining order after election protests
began. These officials alleged that, due to Taeb’s security
background, he was one of the managers of the "prisoner
confessions project” for arrested political prisoners at Evin
prison after elections. Taeb also trained a division of his Basij
forcesfor"streetriots" shortly priortothe presidential election.
Many of his forces used warm and cold weapons against the
protestors during protests.

Following criticism of the violent actions of forces under
hiscommand, Taeb claimed a campaign was being waged
to discreditthe Basij, saying, "Itis very easy to join the Basij.
Anyone can join Basij very easily and sabotage its image
by doing ugly and unwarranted actionsin order to change
people'sviewsabouttheirown children.”

On 29 June 2009, Taeb claimed the unrestwas caused by
foreign states and groups opposed to the Islamic Republic

when he said, "We heard on the news several times that
differentkinds of weapons and bullets were imported into the
country by opposition groups and foreign states, butwe never
suspected thatthey planned to use these weaponsin Iranian
elections." Accusing the protesters of using firearms, he
claimed that many Basijis were killed and several "sustained
injuries through stones and sticks and knives of rioters and
weretransferredto hospitals." (viii)

A month later, during a speech at a Basij gatheringin
Mashad, he offered a contradictory explanation about the
murders of several protesters, saying, "On June 15 thisyear,
severalpeoplewhowere protestingthe electionresultsthrough
creatingriots in Tehran, intended to attack a Basij resistance
base and disarmiit. If this action had been allowed and the
protesters were able to getarms, we could not have easily
endedthisdebacle. Duringaconfrontationwiththeseattackers
of Basij, some people werekilled." (ix)

Following the news of the murder of a protestor named
Taraneh Mousavi, presidential candidate Mehdi Karroubi
accused Taeb of masterminding atelevision programto make
thenewsappeartobealie. (x) Duringthe TV program, the family
of ayoungwoman by the same name were interviewed, and
saidthattheirdaughterwasalive. Accordingto Karroubi, Taeb
usedone of hisownrelatives by the name of Taraneh Mousavi
to deny the news of the murder. Details of the fate of Taraneh
Mousavi remain ambiguous, buttwo medical sources who
were presentat Imam Khomeini Hospital have confirmed
Mousavi’s presence atthat hospital in their statements to the
Campaign.

A critical lettertothe extremist newspaper Kayhan,
written 10 August 2009, by conservative Iranian MP Ali
Mottahari, explicitly mentions Hossein Taeb as responsible
for the crackdown on protestors. Mottahari wrote, "We could
have managed this crisis in such away that many of these
martyrdoms, murdersanddamagescouldhavebeenavoided.
We could have calmed down the huge excitement of the
protesters which had reached its heightfollowing the election
campaignsandinappropriateand oftenunfairdebates, through
issuing a few demonstration permits and continuing debates
on IRIB [state TV and radio] about the election process, and
we could have dealt respectfully with ordinary people who
hadbecomeangeredanddisillusioned andreally thoughtthat
there had been election fraud. We could have then observed
that managing this crisis was not such a difficult task after all,
considering the social development and highintelligence of
ourpeople.”

Mottahariadded, "Butwhenwedelegate crisismanagement
to people like Taeb who are more familiar with the baton than
with thoughtand wisdom and prudence, we must anticipate
theseresults..." Taeb has neverdenied hisinvolvement.

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
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Thelnternational Campaignfor Human RightsinlIran
demandsathoroughandindependentinvestigation
intotheroleofHossein Taebin post-election events
inlranandurgesthatanindependentcommittee
beformedtolookintowidespread arrests,
thepresenceand activities of plainclothesforces
inthesuppressionofpublicgatherings, attackson
people'sprivatehomesandautomobiles,abuse
andmistreatmentofprisoners,forced confessions,
detentionof prisonersinillegal detention centers,
theshooting ofcivilians,andthedeaths oftens of
peaceful protesters.

demandsathoroughandindependentinvestigationintotherole
of Hossein Taeb in post-election eventsin Iran and urges that
anindependentcommittee be formed to look into widespread
arrests, the presence and activities of plainclothes forcesinthe
suppression of public gatherings, attacks on people's private

homesandautomobiles, abuse and mistreatmentof prisoners,
forced confessions, detention of prisonersinillegal detention
centers, the shooting of civilians, and the deaths of tens of
peaceful protesters.ll

Hossein Taebwasbornin 1963 in Tehran. After AliKhamenei
wasmadelran'sSupremeLeaderin1989, Taebwastransferred
totheLeader'sheadquartersasDeputyincharge of Coordination
forseveral years. He was subsequently made Cultural Deputy
of the Joint Command of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) forthree years, as well as the head of Imam
Hossein University, the IRGC's exclusive university. During
the presidency of AliAkbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Taeb worked
atthe Ministry of Intelligence under Minister Ali Fallahian as
Commanderofthe IRGC Information Security Unitand Deputy
Commander of Counter-Intelligence within the Ministry.
After the chain murders were exposedin 1998, Taeb was
dismissed from the Ministry of Intelligence. During his tenure

there, Taeb developed areputation as one of the most violent
interrogators.

Inthe pasttwo years, afteracommand change took place
atthe IRGC and the Basijand IRGC were integrated, Taeb
was appointed as the IRGC’s Deputy Commander of the Basij
Organization(representingIRGC Commander MohammadAli
Jafari). In 2008, Commander Mohammad Ali Jafari appointed
Taeb as nationwide Commander of the Basij. He was removed
from this postin October 2009 and appointed to the newly-
established IRGC Intelligence Unit. The IRGC Intelligence
Unitis directly responsible for the majority of the arrests and
interrogationsofpolitical activists, journalists,and humanrights
activistsimprisoned afterthe elections.

i.EyewitnessAccountfromthe Streetsof Tehran, International

CampaignforHuman Rightsinlran, 10 July 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/eyewitness9july

ii. Iran: Basijmember describes election abuse, Channel 4
News, 16 December 2009,

http://www.channel4.com/news/articles/politics/international_politics/iran+b
asij+member+describes+election+abuse/3466142
iii. Death Toll Apparently Far Exceeds Government Claims,

International CampaignforHumanRightsinIran, 15 July 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/deathtoll

iv. Interview with mother of Yaghoub Barvayeh shot by Basij
forces before his death, International Campaign for Human

Rightsinlran, 30 June 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/06/interview

v. The Death of Amir Toufanpour, International Campaign for

HumanRightsinlran, 31 July 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/toufanpour

vi.Tehran University Attacks,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F52wtg1BROk

vii.Murderof NedaAghaSoltan,

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGvow-chn28
viii. Taeb Accuses Foreign States of Intervening in Interview

with Kayhan, 30 June 2009,
http://www.kayhannews.ir/880409/14.HTM#other14031

ix.Speech by Taeb at a Basij gathering in Kayhan News, 1

July 2009,
http://www.kayhannews.ir/880510/14.htm#other1402

x.Karroubi Protests Taraneh Mousavi“News”, BBC Persian,

20August 2009,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2009/08/090820_he_ir88_taraneh_

mousavi.shtml
xi.Ali Mottahari Letter, Ali Mottahari Blog, 10 August 2009,
http://ali-motahari.blogfa.com/post-17.aspx
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W Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei

Minister of Intelligenceatthetime of election

Atthetime ofthe 12 June 2009 presidential election,
Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei was the Minister of
Intelligence in Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's cabinet. He is
currentlythe country’s General Prosecutor. The Iranian
Ministry of Intelligence was responsible for the arrest,
investigation, interrogation, and torture of hundreds of
prominentactivistsandjournalistsfollowingtheelection.

@)

Immediatelyfollowingthe election, only 22 hours after
polls had closed on the night of 13 June, Intelligence
officers began arresting activists and opposition
members starting with the leaders of the Islamic
Participation Front, the Islamic Revolution Mojahedin
Group, the Freedom Movement of Iran Party, several
journalists,and seniormanagersofMirHosseinMousavi
and Mehdi Karroubi's campaigns. (ii) Soon after the
elections, Mohsen Ejei threatened protesters, saying,
“lannounce here that we are monitoring their activities,
and ifthey keep coming to the streets again during the
comingdaysandnights...theycanrestassuredthatthey
willbe arrested." (iii)

Lawyers of political prisoners arrested following the
election told the International Campaign for Human
Rightsin Iranthattheir clients were arrested based on
ablank warrant without any charges or names written
onit. Inthe case of Abdolfattah Soltani, a prominent
humanrights lawyer, the warrantwas issued several
days before the election. Mohseni Ejei has confirmed
hisrole in acquiring blanket warrants and authorizing
confrontations with protestors and arresting them.
Mohsen Ejei said in an interview, "l have received
authorization from judicial authorities. | said | would
issue awarning, then I would issue a general warning,
andif people didn't heedthe warning, we would have
nochoicebuttoarrestthemandtopubliclyintroducethe
main operativesand elements prior totheirtrial." (iv)

Post-election investigations by the Intelligence
Ministry have been riddled with inconsistencies and
unethical practices. Under Mohsen Ejei’s direction,
many of those arrested have been detained with no
chargesbeingbroughtagainstthemwhile being denied
legal counsel. Several distinguished political figures,
arrested after the election and released from prison
after several weeks or months, told the International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran that they were
coercedduringinterrogationsto confesstotrumped-up

chargesagainstthem.Inonecase, areleasedjournalist
toldthe Campaign,"Fromtheverybeginningofmyarrest
| gatheredthatthere were nolegal charges againstme.
The intelligence officer told me, 'We are aware of your
relationship with one of your colleagues.' He said, 'This
candestroyyourlife. Therefore eitheryouwillconfessto
yourinvolvementinthe post-electionunrestorwewilltell
yourwifeaboutthis.™

Another political figure arrested after the election
told the Campaign, "During the firsttwo weeks after my
arresttheintelligence officers did not raise any political
charges againstme. Allthe interrogators' efforts were
based on proving charges about my immoral conduct,
sothat afterward | would accept my political charges
and confessoncamera. Forthisreasonlwas beatenup
many times. | was threatened that both myselfand my
wife would lose our jobs and that | would spend along
timeinprison...When,underunbearableinterrogations,
which sometimes lasted ten hours per day, | didn't
agreeto confesstothings I hadn'tdone, they stopped
interrogating me forfourwhole weekswhile lwaskeptin
solitary confinement. After that they started asking me
about political charges that were atleast six or seven
yearsold." He told the Campaign that his post-election
arresthadnothingtodowiththe protestsbutwaspolitical
retribution."Atmytrial,Iwas sentencedtoimprisonment,
while my defense wasignored and no evidence was
produced by officers involved in my case about the
charges. The court'sdecisionwas pre-determined."

Fromthe moment of arrest, political prisoners faced
abuseandtortureatthehandsofintelligenceofficers.One
ofthosearrestedaftertheelectionstoldthe Campaignthat
during the first few days after their arrest, interrogators
vigorously attempted to force them to confessto false
charges. He said the interrogators relied on months of
surveillance of telephone calls in order to hasten their
confession to meetthe Ministry of Intelligence's goals.
Accordingtothissource, intelligence officers presented
tapes of phone conversations and hidden camera
footage of his apartment to put psychological pressure
onhim.

Mohseni Ejei also accused some international
reporters, including Maziar Bahari, of collecting
information for foreign states. (v) Despite Bahari's
forcedconfessions, theinformationgatheredduringthe
interrogationswas never proven.
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MohseniEjeihas confirmedhisroleinacquiring
blanketwarrants and authorizing confrontations
with protestors and arresting them.Mohsen
Ejeisaidinaninterview,"lhavereceived
authorizationfromjudicial authorities.Isaid
Iwouldissueawarning,thenlwouldissue
ageneralwarning,andifpeopledidn'theed
thewarning,wewould havenochoicebutto
arrestthemandto publiclyintroducethemain
operatives and elements priortotheirtrial.”

Physical torture carried about by intelligence officers
was widespread and brutal. InAugust 2009, presidential
candidate MehdiKarroubipresentedevidence oftherape
and sexual abuse of detainees by intelligence officersto
athree-member committee from the Judiciary. (vi) After
hisdismissalfromthe Ministry of Intelligence, as General
Prosecutor, MohseniEjeiwasone ofthethree committee
members. Regarding Karroubi's statements, Mohseni
Ejeisaid"theyaretotallybaseless." (vii) Investigations by
the Campaign, however, showthatinthe case of atleast
one of the detainees -- Ebrahim Mehtari -- the Tehran
Medical Examiner, under the auspices of the Iranian
Judiciary, issuedacertificate confirminginjuriesresulting

from sexual abuse. (viii) None of the victims' statements
regardingsexualabusewereacknowledgedandinstead,
Ministry of Intelligenceforcesthreatenedrapevictimsthat
if statements were notretracted, they and members of
theirfamilieswould sufferthe consequences. (ix)

On 16 June 2009, Mohseni Ejei justified arresting
political activists, claiming that the reason for the arrests
ofprominentandwell-knownfigureswasthe "penetration
ofanti-revolutionary groupsin elections campaigns."He
acceptedresponsibility for the arrests, saying, "Those
elementshavebeenidentifiedandarrested, too,andthey
areindetentionrightnow." (x)M

i.Talesof Torture, Violence Continue to be Heard fromIran,
International Campaignfor Human Rightsinlran, 31 July
2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/torturecontinues.

ii.Iran Election Update: Reformist Candidate’s
Headquarters Seized and Locked, International Campaign for

HumanRightsinlran, 13 June 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/06/electionfraud.

iii.Ejei Threatening Protestors, Center forWomenand
Family Affairs, 16 June 2009,

http://www.women.gov.ir/pages/?cid=6361.
iv.Ibid.

v.Ejeionthe Instability, Jamejam Online, 24 June 2009,
http://www.jamejamonline.ir/newstext.aspx?newsnum=100910282454.

vi.MehdiKarroubi’s letterto the head ofthe Judiciary,

Ayatollah Shahroudi,
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4677374,00.html

vii.Mohseni Ejei: Karroubi's Statements Regarding Sexual
AbuseAccountsare Baseless, Islamic Republic NewsAgency,

http://www.irna.ir/View/FullStory/?Newsld=679683.

vii.State Medical Examiner’s Reportonthe Sexual Assault of
Ebrahim Mehtariin Prison, International Campaign for Human
Rightsinlran,27May 2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/05/medical-examiner-sexual-
assault.

viii. Appendix: Testimony of Ebrahim Sharifi, International
CampaignforHuman RightsinIran, 20 September 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/09/report09/#sec?.

ix.Ejei Threatening Protestors, CenterforWomenand
Family Affairs, 16 June 2009,

http://www.women.gov.ir/pages/?cid=6361.

x.Ibid.
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Men Of Violence

Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Head ofthelranian Police

Ismail Ahmadi Moghadam is Head of the Iranian Police,
aposition he has held since 2005. During peaceful protests
followingthe 12 June 2009 presidential election, police forces
under Moghadam’s command actively beat, injured, and
arrested protesters. (i)

Priorto 12 June 2009, police forces closed down the
campaign headquarters of candidates Mir Hossein Mousavi
and Mehdi Karroubiin several cities, claiming they were
over-crowded. (ii) Starting at5 pm on Friday, 12 June 2009,
while pollswere stillopen, police forces began a“"Maneuver of
Strength"inTehran,whose statedaimwas"toinstate orderand
higher security" inthe squares and thoroughfares of Greater
Tehran. (iii) On the eve of election day, Police Special Units
and plainclothes officers, known as the NOPO, stormed the
campaign headquarters and offices of Mir Hossein Mousavi
and Mehdi Karroubi in Tehran. Tear gas was thrown into
buildings to force employees and supporters out, who were
thenbeatenandarrested whilefleeing.

Between 13 and 15 June 2009, police forces attacked
university dormitories in Tehran, Shiraz, Isfahan, and other
cities despite laws prohibiting military and police forces from
entering campuses. (iv) According to areport by Daftar-e
Tahkim-e Vahdat, during an attack on Tehran University, five
studentsweremurdered,dozensinjured,and300arrested.An
18-minuterecordingofthe attackwasleakedinJanuary 2010,
showingthe brutality of police. (v)

Inaninterviewwith the Iran Student News Agency on 1 July
2009, Moghadam took responsibility for the attack on Tehran
University dormitories, saying, "Based on duty and law, police
cleansed Tehran University dormitories in 15 minutes and
arrested someindividuals." (vi)

Followingtheelection, policeforcesand Special Units played
adominantrole in quashing peaceful protests, murdering
demonstrators, arresting dozens of prominent reformist
figures, journalists and students, and abusing prisoners.
Several people presentduring post-election protests told the
International CampaignforHumanRightsinlranthatduringthe
major protests of 15 June 2009, they were beaten and injured
by police forces. Moghadam called protestors "rioters” and
accused them of "attempting a velvet revolution”. Moghadam
even thanked police forces for planning confrontations with
demonstrators and cracking down on protests. (vii)

On 1 July 2009, Moghadam publicly confirmed the arrest of
1,032individuals byforcesunderhiscommand, thoughactual
numbers approach 5,000. (viii)) A demon strator who was
beaten near Tehran'sAzadi Square told the Campaignthathe
was transferredto a police base in central Tehran after being
arrested. He said, "During the 40 hours that we were detained
inthe basement of a police station, police forces beat us with
sticksseveraltimeswithdifferentexcuses, includingrequesting
touse the bathroom. Onthe lastday atlunchtime, they threw

IsmailAhmadi Moghadam

ourfoodofRiceand stewonthefloorandordered ustoeatwith
ourhands. Whenweresisted, theybeatusoverourheadswith
sticks, forcing usto eatourfood fromthe floor."

The Islamic Participation Front, many of whose high
ranking members are currently in prison, has alleged that
police forces under Moghadam's direction have beaten and
flogged detainees while keeping them in organized lines. (ix)
Police forces also tortured detainees, forcing them to swear
atthemselves and their families, dousing themin petrol and
making them stand under the sunin hot summer weather for
hours, andforcingthemtolickthe police station'stoiletbowl.

Police forces alsoraided private residences and destroyed
property based on Moghadam’s assertion that, "Any building
which forany reason becomes a safe location for the rioters,
the police can enteritaccordingtothe law...Police officers are
allowedto enter buildings during visible crimes and they don't
needwarrantsandthereisnoprobleminthisarea.” (x) (xi)

Aresident of Sa'adatAbad in Tehran told the Campaign
thatone nightwhen people were chanting Allah-o-Akbar from
rooftops, police forces attacked his home and broke down his
door, "Afterfouranti-riotforces broke downthe doorbykicking
itand hitting it with sticks, they entered our home by force and
wenttothe rooftop, breaking all the windows on their way up.
While the building residents were too frightened to open the
door for them, the anti-riot forces started breaking satellite
dishesandthrowingthemintotheyardbelow." Variousreports
received by the International Campaign for Human Rightsin
Iranattesttowidespreadviolationsofcitizens’private domains
by police. (xii) Moghadam later claimed that shared spaces
inside residential complexes such as hallways, rooftops, and
yards are not private domain and police forces do not need
warrantsto enterthem.

Moghadam also acknowledged the violation of citizen’s
privacy as police forces monitored e-mail and text messages,
heraldinganewstageofrestrictionsonindividualfreedom.On
15January2010hetoldreporters,”E-mailsandtextmessages
are sentfrom aplace which are in our complete control...they
mustn'tthink that anti-proxy [software] will protectthem, and
they must not have the erroneous idea thatthey are notbeing
monitored, because we have been patient with them so far."

(xiii)

Moghadam’srhetoricfollowingthe electionechoedthose of
Judicial and Intelligence officials as he repeatedly threatened
opposition groups with violence. On 30 December 2009, he
said, "Thetimeforpatience hasendedandwewillblindtheeye
ofsedition. Whoever participatesinthesetypes of protestswill
facethe police'sassertive confrontation.”

Though withoutjudicial authority, Moghadam promised
death sentences for those arrested saying, "Those who are
arrested during the riots will face assertive confrontation as

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN

% HUMAN R

HIS M [RAN



Thoughwithoutjudicial authority, Moghadam promised

death sentencesforthosearrested saying,"Those
whoarearrestedduringtheriotswillfaceassertive
confrontationas criminals.Actionsofthosewho
participateinthegatheringsofriotersand cause
insecurity,ismoharebeh.” Ignoring thecitizens'right
topeaceful protestshesaid," Thetimefor patience
withriotersandanarchists hasended and henceforth,
whoever participatesinthiskind of protests will face
thepolice'shardand assertivereaction.Additionally,
theJudiciary hasalsoincreasedtheintensity ofits
confrontation.”

criminals. Actions of those who participate in the gatherings
of rioters and cause insecurity, is moharebeh." Ignoring the
citizens'rightto peaceful protestshe said, "Thetimeforpatience
withriotersand anarchistshasended and henceforth, whoever
participatesinthiskind of protestswillface the police'shardand
assertivereaction.Additionally, the Judiciaryhasalsoincreased
the intensity of its confrontation." (xiv)

During Ashura protestson25Decemberwhenapolicevehicle
ran over a protester, Moghadam refused to take responsibility
and refrained from ordering an investigation into the incident.
(xv) Moghadam has confirmed the coordinated efforts of the
Intelligence Ministry, Judiciary, and police forces saying,
"The void among the Police Force, Ministry of Intelligence,
Basij, IRGC, and Ministry of Interior was eliminated and our
coordinationreached apeak at 11 February 2009. Withagood
command center and with the coordinated presence of those
fromthetop allthe way to the lowestranks, a safe and peaceful
atmospherewasrealized." (xvi)

Within only two months after the election, the Secretary
of the Political Committee of Imam’'s Line Faction in the
Iranian Parliament demanded the dismissal of Ismail Ahmadi
Moghadam. (xvii) The abuse and beatings of innocent people,

the intentional destruction of private property and vehicles by
anumber of the police force during 'post-elections incidents,
widespread publicknowledge ofthe crimesandatrocitieswhich
took place in Kahrizak Detention Center, and the illegal and
inhumane confrontation of some of the detainees,' are some of
the instances which Jamshid Ansari, Secretary of the Political
Committee of Imam's Line Faction in the Iranian Parliament
posed as reasons for the dismissal of Moghadam from his
positionas Head ofthe Police Force.

Elucidating his demand, Ansari said, "As afirst step,
considering the direct responsibility of Brigadier Ahmadi
Moghadam inrecent events, action mustbe taken to dismiss
him."Inanarticle on ParlemanNews’'website,Ansaricompared
the events whichtook place under Moghadam's supervision
with the serial murders of Iranian intellectuals in the summer of
1998. He asked Moghadam to accept responsibility for what
transpiredjustasMinisterof Intelligence DorriNajafabadihadin
1998, andtoresign. Moghadamhasnevershownaccountability
forthe actions of police forces underhiscommand. Ansarisaid,
"Today Iranian society is shocked by the atrocities and crimes
whichtook place in the organization under Brigadier Ahmadi
Moghadam'sresponsibility,andthe publicwillnotbe convinced
with such explanations and dodging of responsibilities."Ill

Ismail Ahmadi Moghadamwas bornin 1961 in Tehran. He
isaformer IRGC commander who held positions as Head of
Tehran’sBasijand Deputy Commanderofthe Basijuntil2005.In
summer 2005, shortly after Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's election,
Moghadam was appointed as Head of Iran’s Police Forces by
Supreme LeaderAliKhamenei.

During his five-year command over the police force,

Moghadam implemented projects such as "Moral and Social
Security", acampaignthatresulted in the arrests of thousands
ofyoungmenandwomen oncharges of poor hejab.

During his tenure, special units and anti-riot battalions were
equipped with advanced arms and several urban anti-riot
maneuverswere stagedin Tehranand otherlarge cities.

i.Peaceful Protestinthe Street,

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5w6rWdrPTbE

ii.Iran Election Update: Reformist Candidate’s Headquarters
Seizedand Locked, International Campaign forHumanRightsinIran,
13June 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/06/electionfraud

ii.‘Maneuver of Strength’ Implemented by Police, Jamejam Online,
12 June 2009,

http://www.jamejamonline.ir/newstext.
aspx?newsnum=100909260513.

iv.Video of Attack on Tehran University Dormitories: Police and
Plainclothes Forces Responsible for Brutal Abuse of Students,
International CampaignforHumanRightsinIran, 23 February 2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/02/bbc-airs-video-clip-of-
attack-on-tehran-university-dormitories-police-and-plainclothes-
forces-directly-responsible-for-brutal-abuse-of-students

v.Tehran University DormAttack Original Video Release, http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=F52wtg1BROk.

vi.Moghadam Takes Responsibility for University Attacks, http://
www.mihan.net/y/1388/04/Mihan-04-16.htm#12

vii.Ahmadi Moghadam: BBC and British Embassy were the Centers
of Recent Turmoil, 6 July 2009,

http://www.ravy.ir/content2684433.html

viii.Arrestof 1,032 Individuals by Police in RecentUnrest, 1 July
2009,

http://www.ilna.ir/newsText.aspx?id=63044

ix.They Wantto Hide their Crimes, Radio Zamaneh, 29 July 2009,

http://zamaaneh.com/news/2009/07/post_9912.html

x.Police Smashing Car Windows onthe Street,

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVvgTljYy-Q

xi.Police Commander Emphasizes: We Will Confront Them
Strongly, IribNews, 30 November 2009,

http://www.iribnews.ir/Default.aspx?Page=MainContent&news_
num=209827

xii. Terrifying Night-Time Attack, CNN, 20 June 2009,

http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2009/06/20/lemon.
badi.badiozamani.intv.cnn?iref=videosearch

xiii.Ahmadi Moghadam: TextMessages and EmailsAre Being
Monitored, Aftab News, 15 January 2010,

http://www.aftabnews.ir/'vdcb5wb9.rhbfgpiuur.html

xiv.Period of Tolerance is Over for Rioters, Fars NewsAgency, 30
December2009,

http://www.farsnews.net/newstext.php?nn=8810090095

xv.Iran Security Run Over Protestors,

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpBoy2wr7IU

xvi.Moghadam Confirmsthe Coordination of Government
Agencies, 20 February 2010,

http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2010/02/100220_101_
ahmadimoghadam.shtml

xvii.Callfor Dismissal of Moghadam, RadioFarda, 21 January 2010,

http://www.radiofarda.com/content/f3_ahmadimoghadam_
police_lIran/1797905.html

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN

AT HUMAN RIGH

M IRAN

UMOPYIBID) UONII[F-1S0 2y} Jo siojenadiag

83UB|OIA 10 UBN

—_
—_



Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence

-
N

Saeed Mortazavi

Tehran’s prosecutor General atthetimeof Juneelection

Saeed Mortazaviserved as Tehran’s Prosecutor atthe time
ofthe June 2009 presidential elections. He issued a general
arrestwarrant four days before the elections, later used by
security and intelligence agents to arrest hundreds of well-
known journalists, students, and political activists deemed
"suspicious." (i)

Iranianandinternationaldue processrightswereviolatedin
these arrests as detainees were taken to unknown locations
andheldwithoutchargeforprolonged periods, ofteninsolitary
confinement, without contactwith theirfamilies orlawyers. (ii)

Lawyers for detainees reported that individuals arrested
in post-election protests not on the basis of specific warrants
fortheir arrest, butwere rather arrested based on Mortazavi's
generalwarrant. Saleh Nikbakht, alawyer, said, "I noticed that
theindictmentsof people arrestedintheirofficesfalsely stated
thatthey were arrested during the confrontations and while
provokingriots." (iii)

Nicknamed the "Torturer of Tehran," Mortazavi ordered
the transfer of post-election detainees to Kahrizak Detention
Centeralongsidehighriskcriminals,insubstandard conditions,
and subjecttotorture and abuse, resulting in the deaths of
atleast four persons, including Mohsen Rouholamini, Amir
Javadifar, Mohammad Kamrani, and Ramin Aghazadeh
following violenttreatment. (iv) Intotal, 147 detainees were
senttoKahrizak.

Astatement by the Armed Forces Judiciary Organization
on 18 December 2009 reported their cause of death as
manslaughter through injuries sustained in beatings, despite
claims by Mortazavithatthey died of meningitis. (v) The report
confirmed Mortazavi's personal issuance of transfer orders
to Kahrizak for detainees. Some of the individuals detained
after the elections claim that Mortazavi had a directrolein
interrogations by the Ministry of Intelligence and the IRGC’s
Intelligence Unit, during which suspects were pressured to
make confessions. Someofthosearrestedtoldthe International
Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran of abuse by agents of the
Prosecutor's Office during their arrestand detention.

On 13 July 2009, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei
was informed of "detainees being kept next to gangsters
and hoodlums and being beaten." (vi) The same day, he
ordered Saeed Jalili, Secretary of the Supreme National
Security Council to "shut down Kahrizak Detention Center,
and if necessary, transfer all detainees to official prisons."
Mortazavievaded movingdetaineesfromKahrizak, reasoning
that other prisons had no vacancies. No action was taken by
Mortazavito release detainees from Kahrizak. The report of
a special committee of the Iranian Parliament, charged with
investigating eventsatKahrizak, was completedon 6 January
2010, submitted to the Parliament Presiding Board, and read
inanopensessionon 10 January 2010. (vii)

After the official announcement of Mortazavi by the
Parliamentary fact-finding committee as "the Kahrizak
Suspect,” he was removed from his position as Tehran’s
Prosecutor on 30 August 2009, and was appointed as the
country’s Deputy General Prosecutor. (viii) At his farewell
ceremony, Mortazavicalled election proteststhe "big sedition,"
andsaid,"The Tehran Generaland Revolutionary Courtshada
sparklingreportcardduringtherecentriots." (ix) Subsequently,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad named Mortazavias the Head of the
Anti-Smuggling Task Force in hisadministration.

Families of some ofthose harmed at Kahrizak demanded
"removal of the judicial qualifications of Saeed Mortazavi."
Saleh Nikbakht, lawyer to the family of Amir Javadifar who
was murdered at Kahrizak, said on 11 January 2010 that he
and lawyers of others murdered intended to file suit against
Mortazavi and several other judges who were involved.
GholamrezaAsadollahi,anMPand memberofthe Parliament's
post-election events fact- finding committee, told Mehr News
Agency, "Presently, the Judge's Courtis reviewing the cases
broughtupinrelationto Saeed Mortazavi's role in Kahrizak
events." (x) However, as of this date, no actions have been
takeninMortazavi’'s prosecution.

On October 13, 2009, Mortazavi publicly denied any
responsibility for crimes atKahrizak, saying, "The arrestsand
dispatch of suspects to Kahrizak was completely official and
legalandthepresidingjudgeinthe caseofrecentriotssuspects
has notcommitted any violations. Evenif any violations have
takenplace,itiswithinthejurisdiction ofthe Rey City Prosecutor
andisnotrelatedtoTehran. Thethreepeoplewholosttheirlives
inKahrizakwereinjuredduringthe confrontationsandriotsand
transferred to Kahrizak. Two of them were transferred to the
hospital and one of them lost his life on the way. Thisis related
tothosewhoweredoingthetransferandisnotrelatedtousorto
the Judiciary....On principle, Kahrizak is within the jurisdiction
of Rey City and lamthe Tehran Prosecutor.” (xi)

Rasoul Jalali, Head of the Kahrizak Justice Department,
refuted these claims by Mortazavi, saying, "Since those who
introducedthe detaineestothisdetentioncenterwerelocatedin
Tehranandthedetaineeswere arrestedduring confrontations
and riots in Tehran, this matter is not related to the Kahrizak
Justice Departmentand we have no information aboutit. The
oversightand management of Kahrizak Detention Center
was not our responsibility either, and we have no knowledge
aboutthe number of detainees and those transferred to other
detentioncenters." (xii)Accordingtoordersfromthe Judiciary,
no one should have been transferred to Kahrizak Detention
Center without permission from the Tehran Prosecutor (MP
Parviz Soroori'sinterviewwith Panjereh Weekly).

Mortazavi’s actions are againstArticles 37, 38, and 39 of
the Iranian Constitution. Article 37 states that, "No personis
considered legally guilty, exceptin cases where his guiltis
establishedinacompetentcourt."Article 38 ofthe Constitution
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Atthetimeofpublication ofthisreport,thelranian
Judiciary has

refusedto hold Saeed Mortazaviaccountable.
Thelnternational Campaignfor Human Rights
inlrandemandsacomprehensiveand objective
investigationaboutthedirectrole of Saeed
Mortazavi,as wellasaninvestigation oftheclaims of
rapeinthoseprisonsanddetention centerstowhich
Saeed Mortazavihas dispatched prisoners.

states that, "Any kind of torture used to extract an admission of
guiltorto obtaininformationis forbidden. Compelling people to
give evidence, or confess or take an oath is notallowed. Such
evidence or confession or oathis null and void. Any person
infringing this principle isto be punished in accordance with the
law." Article 39 states, "Aspersion of the dignity of and respect
dueto any personwho hasbeenarrested or putindetention, or
imprisoned or exiled by command of the law is forbidden in any
form, andisliable to punishment."Hll

Atthetime ofpublicationofthisreport, the IranianJudiciaryhas
refusedtohold Saeed Mortazaviaccountable. TheInternational
CampaignforHumanRightsinlrandemandsacomprehensive
and objective investigation about the direct role of Saeed
Mortazavi, as well as an investigation of the claims of rapein
those prisons and detention centerstowhich Saeed Mortazavi
hasdispatched prisoners.

Background

Mortazaviwas bornin Meibod in 1967. So far he hasfilled
many government positionsincluding: Head of Shahr-e Babak
General Courts; Head of Branch 9 of Tehran General Courts;
HeadofBranch34ofGovernmentEmployeesJudicial Complex;
Head of Branch 1410 and Press Court; and Tehran Prosecutor.
Hewasappointed Political Deputy ofthe Judiciaryin1994. After
hisdismissalas TehranProsecutor, Mortazaviwasappointedas
Deputy to Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei, General Prosecutor,
buton Mahmoud Ahmadinejad'srequest, he was appointed as
Head ofthe Anti-Smuggling Task Force.

Mortazavi was the main official responsible for the murder
of Iranian-Canadian photographer Zahra Kazemi, who diedin
custodynineteendaysafterherarreston23June2003asaresult
of"aharditemhittingherhead." EvenafteraPresidentialreport
implicated him as mostresponsible, Mortazavi never admitted
hisinvolvementand avoided prosecution.

Another journalist and blogger, Omid Reza Mirsayafi,
was arrested and imprisoned on the orders of Mortazaviin

January 2008, only to die in custody on 18 March 2009, under
suspicious circumstances. (xiii) In 2004, inthe "Case of the
Bloggers",Mortazavi'sorderstoarrest, torture,and coercefalse
confessionsfromOmidMemarian, RoozbehMirebrahimi,Javad
GholamTayamomi,and ShahramRafizadehwere verified byall
four detainees. (xiv) Mortazavithreatened to kill the prisoners
byorchestratingcaraccidentsiftheymentionedthetorturethey
enduredin prisonwhenreleased.

In his position as Head of Branch 1410 and Press Courtin
2000, through actions later referred to as "wholesale banning
ofthe press," he ordered closures of hundreds of publications,
sendingtensofjournaliststoprison. Mostimprisonedjournalists
werekeptinsolitary confinementandtriedincloseddoorcourts.
TwoUnited Nations SpecialRapporteurs,AmibiLigaboand Loui
Juane,whoinvestigatedthearbitraryarrestsandrestrictionson
freedomofthemediainlran, providedtestimonyinareportfrom
2005.TheRapporteurscalledforthe dismissalof Mortazavifrom
alljudicial responsibilities.

i.MassArrests and Detentions SignalIncreasing
Repression, International Campaign forHumanRightsinIran,
17 June 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/06/increasingrepression

ii.Campaign ReportonHumanRightsinlran Since 12 June
2009 -Appendix: Testimony of Ebrahim Sharifi, International

CampaignforHumanRightsinlran, 20 September2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/09/report09/#sec?

iii.Saleh Nikbakhton Mortazavi’'s Warrant, Etemaad,
http://www.etemaad.ir/Released/88-10-23/272.htm#171951

iv.Deaths of Four People, Tabnak, 26 January 2010,
http://tabnak.ir/fa/pages/?cid=82838

v.Statementby Armed Forces Organization, ISNA, 19
December2009,

http://isna.ir/ISNA/NewsView.aspx?ID=News-1459396&Lang=P

vi.DetaineesinKahrizak Held Nextto Criminals, Alef, 6

January 2010,
http://alef.ir/1388/content/view/61410

vii. ReportRegarding the Situationin Kahrizak, Radio
Zamaneh, 10 January 2010,

http://www.zamaaneh.com/enzam/2010/01/parliamentary-report-cond.
html

viii. MortazaviNamed ‘Kahrizak Suspect’, Deutsche Welle,

6January 2010,
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5092244,00.html|

ix. MortazaviGives Judiciary Spotless Report Card,

Kayhan, 3 September 2009,
http://www.kayhannews.ir/880612/15.htm#other1500

x.New DevelopmentsinRole of Saeed Mortazaviin
Kahrizak Events, Radio Farda, 6 January 2010,

http://www.radiofarda.com/content/o2_tehran_ex_prosecutor_
responsible_for_death/1922684.html

xi. MortazaviDenies Responsibility in Kahrizak Events,
JamejamOnline, 17 January 2010,

http://www.jamejamonline.ir/newstextaspx?newsnum=100864991590

xii.Rasoul JalaliRefutes Mortazavi's Innocence in Kahrizak
Events, Aftab News, 19 August 2009,

http://www.aftabnews.ir/vdcf00d1.w6dOyagiiw.html

xiii.Young Blogger Diesin Prison, International Campaign
forHumanRightsinliran, 17 March 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/03/mirsayafi

xiv. Iran: Four Journalists Sentencedto Prison, Floggings,
HumanRights Watch, 10 February 2009,

http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/02/10/iran-four-journalists-sentenced-
prison-floggings
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence

-
N

Sadeqg Mahsouli

MinisterofthelnteriortimeofJuneelection

Sadeqg Mahsouliwas the Minister of the Interior of the
Islamic Republic of Iran at the time of the 12 June 2009
presidentialelections.AsInterior Minister, Mahsoulihad
authority over all police forces, interior ministry security
agents, and its plainclothes agents. (i) These forces
wereresponsibleforattacksonthedormitoriesof Tehran
Universityon 15 June 2009.

On22February2010,avideorecordedbyanindividual
whowas presentduring the attack on Tehran University
dormitorieswasleaked and published overtheinternet.
(i) This video clearly shows the coordinated efforts of
police and plainclothes forces in the dormitory attack.
The violence displayed by police forces is so severe
thatin sections of the film plainclothes forces can be
heardaskingthepolicetostopbeatingthe students. The
attacks resulted in the beatings and injury of students,
destruction of student property, and the detention of 50
studentsinside the Interior Ministry building.

Accordingtotestimoniescollected bythe International
Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran, the 50 students
arrestedweretakentothe Ministry of Interior'sbasement,
fourlevels belowthe groundleveland known asthe "-4"
floor. During their transfer and while detained inside the
Ministry, the students were tortured. They were thrown
into asmall room and beaten with sticks. Bathroom use
was allowed only for 30 seconds and if they took any
longer the detainees were beaten. The students also
reported sexual abuse.

Conservative Parliament Speaker, Ali Larijani,
identified Mahsouli as responsible for the events of 15
June2009,anddemandedhebeheldaccountable. The
Parliament Speaker's actions led to Mahsouli's orders
tothe Governor of Tehran to investigate the attacks at
TehranUniversity. (i) Noreportsofany investigations by
the Minister of the Interior or the Tehran Governor were
everpublished.

According totestimonies, on"-4 Floor" of the Ministry
of Interior's main building basement, there was a

detention center that operated under the supervision of
Mahsouli. Kazem Jalali, an MP and spokesperson for
the Parliament's Special Committee to investigate the
situationofthose arrestedafterthe elections, statedthat
the Committee hadreceivedsomeinformationaboutthe
"-4 Detention Center" atthe Interior Ministry. (iv) James
Longley,anAmericanjournalistwhowasdetainedalong
withhistranslatorinthisdetentioncenterforafewhours,
confirmedits existence. (v)

Onthetorture that occurred there Longley said, "All
during this process my translator was being kicked and
swornat."Longleyalsoreported aboutthe use of vulgar
language by agents towards his translator, calling his
sister and mother names. "At one point he was beaten
with a beltbuckle. Another time, they beat him with a
police truncheon across his back, leaving a nasty welt,"
hesaid.

Police forces under Mahsouli's orders committed
crimes during post-election public gatherings, using
batonsandfirearmstoinjure protesters. (vi)Government
statistics reportthe deaths of atleast 48 people during
thepost-electionprotests. Iranianhumanrightsactivists
claimthe numbertobe considerably higher.

By virtue of his command over the Police, Mahsouli
isresponsible for the transfer of detainees to Kahrizak
Detention Center. Atleast four protesters were beaten
to death at Kahrizak before it was closed down after
widespread abuses and deaths under torture came to
light. The detention center did not operate under the
auspicesofthelranian Prisons Organization,andPolice
forceswere directly responsible forits operation.

The International Campaign for Human Rights in
Iran demands anindependentinvestigation of Sadeq
Mahsouli's direct and indirect role during the Tehran
University dormitory attack, the murder, physicalabuse,
and injury of protesters on streets during gatherings,
and the abuse and mistreatment of detainees while
in detention centersin the basement of the Ministry of
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Thelnternational Campaignfor Human RightsinIran
demandsanindependentinvestigation of Sadeq
Mahsouli'sdirectandindirectroleduringthe Tehran
University dormitory attack,themurder, physical
abuse,andinjury of protestersonstreetsduring
gatherings,andtheabuseand mistreatment of
detaineeswhileindetention centersinthebasement
oftheMinistry of Interior, Kahrizak,and other police
detentioncenterstowhichhundreds of protesters
weretaken.Underthedoctrineof”"commandand
responsibility” Mahsoulishouldbeheldaccountable
foranyunlawfulactionstakenby policeforcesor
interiorministry personnel.

O

Interior, Kahrizak, and other police detention centers
towhich hundreds of protesters were taken. Under the
doctrine of"commandandresponsibility"Mahsoulishould
be held accountable for any unlawful actions taken by
police forces orinterior ministry personnel.

The CampaignstronglyobjectsattheomissionofSadeq
Mahsouli's name inthe report ofthe Iranian Parliament's

Special Committee to investigate the detainee abuses
releasedon6January2010,andbelievesthatindependent
investigationsinto the role of forces under Mahsouli’s
command during the post-election events canreveal
facts thathave been covered up during the months after
the elections. (vii)l

Background

Sadeq Mahsouli, 50, was born in Orumieh in the Province
of Western Azerbaijan. He has an engineering degree from
Elm-va-Sanat University, where Mahmoud Ahmadinejad also
studied,andreceivedhisgraduate degreeinManagementfrom
Tehran University. According to IRNANews Agency, Mahsouli
has cooperated with Construction Jihad Corps and prior to that
servedas Governorof Orumiyeh, Deputy Governor of Western
Azerbaijan, Commander of IRGC Region 5 (East and West
Azerbaijan provinces), Commander of IRGC Special Army 6,
Deputy Minister of Defense in charge of budget and planning,
and Secretary to the Council of Advisors for the Expediency

Council. He is currently the Minister of Welfare in Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's cabinet.

Mahsouli’'s weak managementin responding to criticism for
events such as the attack on Tehran University dormitories, on
the Sonhanresidentialcomplex, the shooting of protesters,and
thedetentionof protestersinthebasementofthe Interior Ministry
forced Ahmadinejad notto appoint him to the post of Interior
Ministerduringhissecondterm. Evenso, Mahsouliremainedin
thecabinetinanadvisory positionandwaseventuallyintroduced
asthe Minister of Welfare to Parliament.

i.0n 28 December 2008, uponrequestfrom Mahsouli, with
the endorsementofthe Chief of Staff of Iran’s JointArmed
Forcesandthe approval of Supreme LeaderAyatollah
AliKhamenei(Chief Commander of JointArmed Forces
accordingto Iranianlaw), Mahsouliwas delegated the
Supreme Leader’s authority overthe Iranian police. Mahsouli
gainedfulloversightand final decision-making authority over
allpolice affairs, only the powers of appointmentand dismissal
ofthe Police Chiefremained withthe Supreme Leader. In
Mahsouli'srequestlettertothe Supreme Leader, he stated that
giventhe Ministry of Interior’s responsibilitiesin maintaining
orderandtheintertwined relationship betweenthe Ministry
of INteriorand Police, the authority over police should be
transferredtothe Interior Minister.

ii. Tehran University Attacks,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F52wtg1BROk

iii.MahsouliOrders Investigation of Dormitory Incidents,

BBC Persian, 23 February 2010,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2010/02/100223_107_bbcvideo_

bbcfootage.shtml
iv.Committeeto Investigate lllegal Detention Centers, Radio
Farda, 30 July 2009,

http://www.radiofarda.com/content/f10_lllegal_Prisons_lllegal_Conducts_
Against_Protestors/1788302.html

v.James Longley’s Testimony on Existence of ‘-4 Detention
Center’,RadioZamaneh, 15 June 2009,

http://www.zamaaneh.com/enhr/2009/06/james_longley_in_iran.html

vi. Police Chasing Demonstrators During Peaceful March,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0YEWZsréN4

vii. New Developmentsin Role of Saeed Mortazaviin
Kahrizak Events, Radio Farda, 6 January 2010,

http://www.radiofarda.com/content/o2_tehran_ex_prosecutor_
responsible_for_death/1922684.html
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence
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Abolghassem Salavati

Presiding judgeofBranch 15o0fthelslamic Revolutionary Courts

Abolghassem Salavatiisthe head and presidingjudge
of Branch 15 of the Islamic Revolutionary Courts and a
Substitute JudgeforTehran’s General Courts. Sincethe
presidential electionof12 June 2009, Salavatihasbeen
instrumental in sentencing political prisoners, human
rights activists, and peaceful demonstrators to lengthy
prison sentencesin patently unfairtrials.

Salavati has presided over numerous trials in the
aftermathofthe 12 Juneelectionandisthe"NumberOne
Man"inissuingdeathsentencesforthosearrestedsince
the election. He hasissued the highestnumber of death
sentences, earningthe moniker of"Judge of Death."He
hasissueddeathsentencesforatleastninepost-election
defendants: RezaKhademi,HamedRouhinejad, Nasser
Abdolhosseini, Arash Rahmani Pour, Mohammad
RezaAliZamani, Ahmad Karimi, Abdolreza Ghanbari,
Mohammad Amin Valian, and Amir Reza Arefi. Arash
Rahmani Pourand Mohammad RezaAli Zamani were
executed on 28 January 2010. (i) (ii)

Over 120 years worth of imprisonment has been
doledoutby Salavatifor protesters spanning all strata of
society, from political activists, tojournalists, to ordinary
citizens. Theonlychargeinmostcaseswasparticipation
in protests and demonstrations. Ahuman rights lawyer
representing several post-election prisoners told the
Campaign, "When Judge Salavati presides over atrial,
‘defending’ the accused becomes meaningless. Not
only does he not pay any attention to their defense, he
soaggressivelytakessideswiththe Prosecutorandthe
intelligence organizationsincharge ofthe casethatthere
isnohopeforseeingjusticedeliveredinhiscourtroom.A
trialwith Salavatiasitsjudge hasapredictable outcome-
-theaccusedwillreceive aheavy sentence.”

Salavati’'scooperationwiththe Intelligence Ministryis
suchthathisrulings are directly based on the content of
interrogations conductedbyintelligence officialswithout
animpartial evaluation. Salavati has limited the rights of
detaineesbeforetheyevenenterthe courtroom. Families
of prisoners have told the International Campaign for
HumanRightsinlranthatSalavatihasrefusedtoaccept

the defense lawyers' power of attorney documents
allowingforindependentlegal counsel.

Salavatihasruled in politically motivated cases with
chargesincluding "actions against national security,"
"propaganda againstthe regime,” "congregation
and mutiny with the intent to disrupt public order,”
"disrupting public order throughriots," "participation
inthe destruction of public property," "participation in
illegal congregations,” "creating doubt about election
results,” and "depriving the regime of public trust.”
Salavatiwasthe judge inthe first "show trial” held after
the presidential election, where more than 100 political
activists, protestors, journalists, students, andinfluential
figureswere prosecutedinAugust2009.

Salvati sentenced Mohammad Amin Valian, a 20-
year-old university student, to execution for throwing
threerocksduringaprotest. (iii) During the proceedings
neither Valian's family nor his lawyer had access to his
file. An appeals court has overturned Salavati’s death
sentenceforValian. (iv)

Majid Tavakoli,astudentatAmir Kabir University, spent
monthsinjailbefore beingsentencedby Salavatitoeight
years and six monthsin prison, five years deprivation
of education, and afive year ban on foreign travel. (vi)
Throughout his detention, on orders from Salavati,
Tavakoliwasdeprivedaccesstohislawyersoranyother
rightsavailabletoprisonerssuchastelephonecallstohis
family, books, newspapers, and visitation rights.

Other notable figures sentenced by Salavatiinclude:
Abdollah Momeni, Salman Sima, Massoud Bastani,
Hessam Salamat, Omid Montazeri, Shahabeddin
Tabatabaee, Morteza Alviri, Mostafa Tajzadeh,
Mohsen Mirdamadi, Davood Soleimani, Abdollah
Ramezanzadeh, MohsenAminzadeh, Behzad Nabavi,
Mohammad Ali Abtahi, Ozrasadat Ghazi Mirsaeed,
Mohammad Pourabdollah, Kiarash Kamrani, Mehrdad
Varshoee, Faramarz Abdollah Nejad, Saeed Hazari,
Mortezalayeghi, Ghader Rahimi,and Hossein Bastani
Nejad.H
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Salavatihasruledinpolitically motivated cases with
chargesincluding "actions againstnational security,"
"propagandaagainsttheregime," "congregation

and mutiny withtheintenttodisruptpublicorder,"
"disrupting publicorderthroughriots," "participation

inthedestructionof publicproperty,” "participationin |
creatingdoubtaboutelection

illegal congregations,
results," and"deprivingtheregimeofpublictrust.”

Salavatiwasthejudgeinthefirst"showtrial" held after !
thepresidential election,wheremorethan 100political &

activists, protestors,journalists, students,and
influentialfigureswereprosecuted in August2009.

Thereislittle information on how Salavati became ajudge
inthe Revolutionary Court system or his prior record. Salavati
firstbecameknownduringthe"VelvetRevolution"case against
Kamiar and Arash Alaei, Silva Harotonian, and Mohammad
Ehsani. (vi)Hesentencedthemtothreetosixyearsinprison.The
Campaign’sreview of Salavati's ruling indicates that the case
lackedtheevidencetosupportsuchsentencesandwasprimarily
arehashing ofthe Intelligence Ministry’s allegations. (vii)

Salavatialso sentenced Saeed Matinpour, ajournalistand
human rights activist, to eightyears in prison on the charge
of "relations with foreigners," and to one year in prison for

"propagation againstthe regime." Salavati was also in charge
of acase againstIranian author and satirist Seyed Ebrahim
Nabavi. According to Nabavi, he was summoned and after he
did notappearin court, Salavati detained and threatened his
lawyer, NehmatAhmadi.

Mostcases presided overby Salavatihave ended withheavy
sentencesbasedonindictmentslackinglegalbasesandproper
evidence of "crimes," and reflectalack of adherenceto Iran's
Penal Code Procedures and international standards of due
process.

i.Student Facing Execution for Throwing Rocks,
International Campaign forHumanRightsinIran, 8 February
2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/02/valian-student-sentenced-to-
death

ii.Pace of Political ExecutionsAccelerating, International
CampaignforHumanRightsinlran, 28 January 2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/01/accelerating-executions

iii.Student Facing Execution for Throwing Rocks,
International Campaign forHumanRightsinIran, 8 February
2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/02/valian-student-sentenced-to-
death

iv.Student’'s Death Sentence for Throwing Rocks Reversed,
International CampaignforHumanRightsinlran, 16 May

2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/05/student’s-death-sentence-for-

throwing-rocks-reversed

v.JudgeAccuses Eight Detained Students of Cooperation

with Terrorist Organization Mojahedin-e Khalgh, International
CampaignforHumanRightsinlran, 29 April 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/04/akstudentscharged
vi.CaseAgainstKamiarandArashAlaei, Silva Harotonian,

and Mohammad Ehsani, Mehr NewsAgency,

http://www.mehrnews.com/fa/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=560662

vii.AlaeiBrothers, SilvaHarotonian,and Mohammad
Ehsani CourtRulings -- English, International Campaign for
HumanRightsinlran, 28 May 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/05/courtrulingenglish
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Seyed Hassan Firouzabadi

Chiefof StaffoftheJoint Armed Forces

Seyed Hassan Firouzabadi is the highest military
authority in the Islamic Republic of Iran. He is Chief of
Staff of the JointArmed Forces of the Islamic Republic
oflran, responsible fordirecting all military divisionsand
policies, including the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) and police. The IRGC and police forces
played a prominentrole in suppressing post-election
protests. Atleast5,000 people were arbitrarily detained
by units managed by the IRGC'’s Intelligence Unitand
tensofpeople werekilled onthe streets orin prisons. (i)

Several people arrested after the elections told the
International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran that
IRGC Intelligence forces coerced them to make false
confessions. Lawyers for activists who have received
long prison sentences for post-election activities
told the Campaign that the Judiciary issued their
clients'sentences accordingto orders by the Ministry of
Intelligence and IRGC's Intelligence Unit.

Firouzabadi has consistently publicized his political
opinions and support of violence against dissidents
and government critics, despite laws in the Iranian
Constitution and military protocol prohibiting such
behavior. Prior to the June presidential election, he
expressed his support of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad,
claiming that no candidate could defeat him when he
said, "Some groups of politicians think they have...
been successfulin...introducing a new presidential
candidate toendthe Ahmadinejad matter, butthiswon't
happen.Theyarewrong."(ii)After presidential candidate
MehdiKarroubiobjected tothese statementsin aletter,
Firouzabadireplied, "Restassured | won'tintervene
inthe elections.” Firouzabadi’'s unlawful statements
of support for Ahmadinejad continued despite such
assurances. (iii)

Inapost-electionletteraddressedtothe TwelfthiImam,
Firouzabadiwrote, "We are standing with all our might

to sustainthe regime." (iv) Before judicial authorities
expressed any opinions about those arrested after the
election, in his letter Firouzabadi accused protestors of
attackingmosques, callingthe movement“seditionwith
avelveteenexterior, butwithadryand pricklyandrough
interior that harmed the culture and people of myland...
With destruction, massacre, and riots they attacked the
Basijbasesand God'smosques.”

After the election and during crackdowns on public
protests, Firouzabadi defended interventions by
Basijforces in politics and in confrontations with
demonstrators. Duringacommemoration ofthe Islamic
Revolutionin February 2010, Firouzabadi threatened
dissidents when he said, "The road to repentance for
thosewho have committedinjustice againstpeopleand
wereattemptingtoweakentheregimeatasensitivetime
doesnotonlyinclude showingremorse, butthese people
mustsubmittothe punishmentthat Shariaandlawhave
determined." (v)

Firouzabadi's constant stream of political opinionsin
supportofthegovernmentandagainstitscriticsviolates
regulations ofthe Armed Forces Judiciary Organization
which states that “interference, participation, or actions
by employees of the armed forces in groups, political
controversies, and elections campaigningis prohibited
andconsideredacrime, punishable bysixmonthstothree
yearsinprison." (Article40 of Laws Governing Crimes of
Armed Forces, approved December 30, 2003)

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
demandsanindependentand objective investigation of
Brigadier General Seyed Hassan Firouzabadi'srole in
post-electionviolenceagainstprotestorsandtheactions
offorcesunderhiscommandincluding the IRGC, Basij,
and police forces. Brigadier General Firouzabadibears
directresponsibility for the atrocities committed by the
above mentionedforces.ll

Background

In 1989, Seyed Hasan Firouzabadiwas appointed as Chief
of Staff of Iran's JointArmed Forces. The JointArmed Forces
operates under the supervision of the Islamic Republic's

Supreme Leader, Ayatollah AliKhamenei, who appointsits
Chiefof Staff.
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Aftertheelectionandduring crackdownson public
protests, Firouzabadidefendedinterventions by
Basijforcesinpoliticsandinconfrontationswith
demonstrators.Duringacommemorationofthe
Islamic Revolutionin February 2010, Firouzabadi
threatened dissidentswhenhesaid," Theroadto
repentanceforthosewhohavecommittedinjustice
againstpeopleandwereattemptingtoweakenthe
regimeatasensitivetimedoesnotonlyinclude
showingremorse,butthesepeoplemustsubmittothe
punishmentthat Shariaandlaw havedetermined."

Footnotes
i.Death TollApparently Far Exceeds Government Claims, iii. Karroubi’s Letter Objecting to Firouzabadi Saying :
International CampaignforHuman Rightsinliran, 15 July Ahmadinejad WillWin, FardaNews, 27 January 2009, Z
20009, http://www.fardanews.com/fa/pages/?cid=74040 E
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/deathtoll iv. Post-Election Letter of Firouzabadito the Twelfth Imam, e
ii.FirouzabadiClaiming No Candidate can Defeat Tabnak, 12 July 2009, ;g
Ahmadinejad, Fararu,27 January 20009, http://tabnak.ir/fa/pages/?cid=55204 % E
http://www.fararu.com/vdcgxu9q.ak9y74prra.html v.FirouzabadiThreatens Dissidents, IRNA, 1 January 2010, ¢&
http://www.irna.ir/View/FullStory/?Newsld=928750 ;z%
=N
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

MohammadAli Jafari
Commander of IRGC

Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari, Commander of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) was directly responsible for a
significantpartofthe post-electionarrests ofreformistpoliticalfigures,
activists, and journalists. He is also responsible for orchestrating the
extractionoffalse confessionsfromthosearrested. Basijforces,which
areasubsetoftheIRGC,hadadirectroleinpost-electionviolence such
asthe 15 June 2009 attack on Tehran University dormitories. (i)

Authorities claimed that during post-election violence 48 people
werekilled. However, research conducted by the Campaignindicates
thatthere were as many as 100 fatalities and hundreds of injuries.
The use of firearms with live bullets is a clear instance of excessive
use of force againstunarmed civilians. Neda Agha Soltan, Kianoosh
Assa, and Sohrab Aarabiare amongstadozenwho werekilled onthe
streets. (ii) (iii)

InApril2010, Mohammad Pakpour, CommanderoftheIRGC Ground
Force admitted to the IRGC's directrole in the crackdown on post-
election public demonstrations. (iv) Ata gathering of IRGC forces he
said, "The IRGC performed admirably during the 2009 events. IRGC
members did notgive into doubt and the rogues who wished to cause
harm. The IRGC and Basijbroughtthemunder control.”

Several released prisoners told the International Campaign for
Human Rightsin Iran that they were arrested by the Prosecutor's
Office, but their investigations and interrogations were carried
out by the IRGC's Intelligence Unit. Many prisoners who were in
custody ofthe IRGC's Intelligence Unit, especially during the firsttwo
months following the elections, were mistreated and physically and
psychologicallyabused,andwere coercedtomakefalse confessions.
Theirinterrogators had stated the condition of their release as their
confessions againstthemselves and their colleagues, as well as
acceptingarolein post-election public protests.

Eventhoughofficialsofthe IslamicRepublichave accused protesters
ofintendingtooverthrowtheregime, thereisevidencethatofficialsfrom
the IRGC and security apparatuses, priorto the election, had planned
toputdownany challengetotheresults.

Aprominentpolitical figurewhowasarrested afterthe electionstold
the International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran that arrests of
prominentreformistswere planned priortoelections. (v)Assoonashe
was detained his interrogators put forward a substantial file, showing
hehadbeenundersurveillance conductedby IRGClIntelligenceforces
formonths.

Humanrightslawyersalsotoldthe CampaignthatIRGClIntelligence
forcesroutinely coerce Revolutionary Courts judgestoissue severe
sentencesfor post-election protesters.

As early as 29 September 2007, Mohammad Ali Jafari has been
admitting that Basij forces are mobilized under his command saying,
"Ifthe IRGC's missionisto defend the Revolution's achievements,
the Basij's responsibility is the same, as the Basijand IRGC are
inseparable." (vi)

Aftertheelections, Jafariaccusedthe protestersoftryingtoinstigate
a"velvetrevolution." (vii) The subject of avelvetrevolution was later
used repeatedly by the Islamic Republic's high officials and courts
to accuse prominent reformist politicians and the two contending
presidentialcandidates. ThetermhadbeenusedbyvariousIRGCand
military officials before the elections (see Yadollah Javani's profile).

Commander Jafarijustified the crackdown and the unleashed
violenceasameanstocounterthe putative velvetrevolutionagainstthe

Islamicregime. He said thatopposition forces had attempted avelvet
revolutionthroughelections. "Many saywe mustn'tusetheterm'velvet
revolution,'becauseit'simpossibletohavearevolutioninlran...butthis
has happenedin many countries through elections and democracy,"
hesaid. Hereferredtothe confessions of prisonersto prove hisclaim,
saying, "Some of the gentlemen who were arrested awhile ago have
made confessions which explicitly state that they were pursuing the
same goalsbefore, butinadifferentshape.”

"These events were designed monthsinadvance anditwas even
announced in our enemies' statements that they were pursuing a
change of behavior in the Islamic Republic. This change of behavior
isthe same as deviating from the fundamentals of the revolution," he
added. (vii)

The Campaign has received credible information about severe
psychological and physical pressure on political prisoners. The
information demonstrates that some of the confessions to which
CommanderJafariisreferringwereobtainedthroughIRGClIntelligence
authorities'threatstoreveal certain personalsecretsofthe prisonersor
threats oflong-term prison sentencesforthem.

Former Deputy President Mohammad Ali Abtahiand Mohammad
Atrianfar, aformer Ministry of Interior official and journalist, were two
prisoners who were forced under severe physical and psychological
pressure to confessto actions they had notcommitted. Humanrights
organizationsvehemently objectedtothetelevised broadcastofthese
confessions.

Replyingtoobjectionstotheforced confessions, Jafarisaid,"Some
may say that the published confessions of people such as Mr. Abtahi
were made underforce and duress. The claimants have no choice but
tolie. Duringthetimeofhisincarceration, Mr.Abtahiwasremovedfrom
the atmosphere which nolonger ruled him and by separation from his
friends, throughfreediscussion, hewentthroughatransformationand
made those statements. Of course he will leave [the prison] some day
andyoucanthenjudgehisreasoning. Becausethe peopleareentitled
toknowledge, they mustknow." (viii)

On 9 September 2009, the reformist minority fraction of the Iranian
Parliamentdenounced the extraction of coerced confessions from
imprisoned reformist politicians. (ix) The parliamentarians termed
the prisoners' confessionsillegal and the IRGC's actions punishable
by law. Intheir letter they wrote, "These degrading charges, which
are adeflection tactic to cover up the effective interference of military
personnelinthe elections, are based on the claimed confessions of
someimprisoned political activists. The credibilityand accuracy ofthe
claimedconfessionsandthelegality ofthese prisoners'trialshave been
repeatedly refuted by differentgroups inside and outside the country.
Thereis no doubtthatthe unfair allegations and false accusations
based on these confessions against the servants of the revolution
andreformistleadersnotonly lackany credibility and value and do not
warrantareply, they should be pursued by the law."

On 8 September 2009, a political-religious organizationinIran, the
Society of Combatant Clerics, announced that it would file a law suit
againstIRGC commanderswiththe Iranian Judiciary.

Alsoreacting to Jafari's statements justifying his forces' actions for
"preservingtheregime,"aprominentreligiousorganizationofiran,the
Associationof Researchersand Teachers of Qomissued a statement
saying, "Preservationoftheregime cannotbeachievedthroughmilitary
action, intimidation, arrests, andunjustified, un-Islamic,andinhumane
actions." (x)
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Thelnternational Campaignfor Human RightsinlIran
demandstheaccountability ofthelslamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps Commander forthesystematic violations of

humanrights, pre-planned effortsto crackdown on political

dissidents,torture, mistreatment,and abuseofprisoners
aimedtoextractforced confessions, murders of people
onthestreetsbyforcesunderhissupervision,attempts
toconcealthetruthandtomisrepresenttheeventsto

exoneratethem,interferinginthedecision-makingprocess

ofjudges by demanding heavy sentences for political

prisoners,and promotionofviolencethrough subsequent

speechesand statements.

Jafari never showed any accountability for the murders of dozens of
protesters atthe hands of forces under his supervision or the police. He
claimed that only nine protesters had beenkilled. In September 2009,
MohammadAliJafarireportedthe deathsofnine"opposition"members,
even though Farhad Tajjari, a member of the Parliament's special
committeetoinvestigate the postelection prisoners'issues, had earlier
announced the number of murdered protesters as 30. (xi) This number
grew during the coming months and especially after the Ashura Day
protests, which leftten more dead. Atthe same time, Alireza Beheshti,
the speaker forthe jointcommittee appointed by Mousaviand Karroubi
toinvestigatethe conditions of post-electionsdetainees, presentedthe
Parliamentwith a list of 69 individuals whose deaths during the post-
electionsincidentswere confirmed by the committee.

The IRGC Commander who also heads the Basijforces further
discussedthe 15June 2009 attack onthe Tehran University dormitories
and did not completely deny the Basijforces'role inthe incident. He
said some Basijmembers had participated in the attack on the Tehran
Universitydormitoriesinanunorganized manner. Investigationsaimed
atidentifyingagentsresponsibleforthebrutalattackon Tehran University
dormitories which lefttens of people injured and ended in the arrests of
atleast 50 students, causing widespread destruction of the students’
property, has notled to identification of any responsible individuals or
organizationsoneyear afterthe event.

"Investigations conducted by IRGC's Security and Intelligence Unit

show that Basij forces were not presentin thisincident. Thoughitis
possiblethatafewunorganized Basijforcesmayhaveenteredthescene,
we scarcely saw Basijmembers among the plainclothes and vigilante
forces. Most of them were plainclothes forces who were notrelated to
Basij,"the IRGC Commander said.

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran demands the
accountability of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Commander
for the systematic violations of human rights, pre-planned efforts to
crackdown on political dissidents, torture, mistreatment, and abuse
of prisoners aimed to extract forced confessions, murders of people
onthe streets by forces under his supervision, attempts to conceal the
truth and to misrepresent the events to exonerate them, interfering in
the decision-making processofjudgesbydemandingheavysentences
for political prisoners, and promotion of violence through subsequent
speechesand statements.

Based on existing evidence, the International Campaign for Human
Rightsin Iran holds Commander Jafari accountable as one of the chief
officialsimplicated in the post-election crackdown and for systematic
violence againstthe protesters and activists. The Campaign demands
aninvestigationbyanindependentandimpartialcommitteetodetermine
Mohammad Ali Jafari's role and to hold him accountable so that the
atrocities, which claimed dozens of lives and sentthousands to prison,
leading to adeepening of systematic violence against Iranian citizens,
is preventedinthe future. Il

Brigadier Commander Mohammad Ali Jafariwas bornon 1
September 1957 in Yazd. He attended primary and high schools
inthe City of Yazd. In 1977 he was admitted to Tehran University's
CollegeofArchitecture. He joinedthe IslamicAssociation of Tehran
University as his college's representative. He was also active in
the occupation of American Embassy in Tehran. Atthe onset of
Iran-Iraq War, Mohammad Ali Jafari was dispatched to the war
frontas a Basijmember. He joined the IRGC in 1981 and served
continuouslyas Commanderof Westand South Operations Bases
throughout the war, assuming positions such as IRGC's Deputy
Operations Commander at Sousangerd, Commander of Ashura
Brigade, and Commander of Quds and Najaf Bases. After the war
ended, Jafarireturnedto Tehran Universitytocomplete hisstudies.

Hereceived agraduate degree in Architecture in 1992. He also
completed a high military degree in Command and StaffatIRGC's
War University in 1992 and 1993. He taught Command and Staff
at IRGC University for awhile. Concurrent with his education, he
was Head of Joint Command Operations and Deputy Commander
of IRGC Ground Forces. Beginningin 1992, he became Head of
IRGC Ground Forcesfor13yearsduringthelastfiveyearsofwhich
he was also Commander of Sarollah Base in Tehran. (xii) His last
position to which he was appointed by Commander-in-Chief ofthe
Iranian JointArmed Forces, Seyed AliKhameneiin 2005 and in
which he continuesto serve is responsibility for the establishment
andoperation ofIRGC's Strategic Center.

i.Video of Attack on Tehran University Dormitories: Police and
Plainclothes Forces Responsible for Brutal Abuse of Students,

International Campaignfor Human RightsinlIran, 23 February 2010,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/02/bbc-airs-video-clip-of-attack-on-tehran-university-

dormitories-police-and-plainclothes-forces-directly-responsible-for-brutal-abuse-of-students

ii.Murderof NedaAgha Soltan onthe Street,
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGvow-chn28

iii. After Withholding Information, Authorities say Youth Demonstrator
Died of Gunshot Wounds, International Campaign for Human Rightsin

Iran, 12 July 2009,
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/07/sohrab-aarabi

iv. Jafariadmitstotherole ofthe IRGCin crackdown, Rooz Online, 10
April 2010,

http://www.roozonline.com/persian/news/newsitem/article/2010/april/10//-db34cad124.html

v.MassArrestsand Detentions Signal Increasing Repression,
International Campaign for HumanRightsinIran, 17 June 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/06/increasingrepression

vi.Jafariadmitting Basijforces mobilize under hiscommand, Mehr News
Agency,

http://www.mehrnews.com/fa/NewsDetail.aspx?NewsID=560662

vii. Jafariaccusing protestors of planning a‘Velvet Revolution’, Advar

News, 1 September 2009,
http://advarnews.biz/politic/9455.aspx

vii. Jafariexplaining the plans ofthe IRGC were planned, Advar News, 1

September 2009,
http://advarnews.biz/politic/9455.aspx

viii. Jafari Claims Forced Confessions Did Not Take Place, Advar News,

1September2009,
http://advarnews.biz/politic/9455.aspx

ix.Reformist Factionin Parliament Denounces Forced Confessions,

Mardomak, 9 September 2009,
http://www.mardomak.org/news/s/44358

x.Association of Researchers and Teachers of Qom Statement, Radio

Zamaneh, 8 September 2009,
http://zamaaneh.com/news/2009/09/post_10399.html|

xi. Jafari's Post ElectionAssessment, Radio Farda, 29 August 2009,
http://www.radiofarda.com/content/F8_GENERAL_JAFARI_POST_ELECTION_

ASSESSMENT/1810345.html

xii.Profile of MohammadAli Jafari, Aftab News,
http://www.aftab.ir/lifestyle/view/130706

INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN

AT HUMAN RIGH

M IRAN

UMOPYIBID) UONII[F-1S0 2y} Jo siojenadiag

89UBJOIA JO UB

n
-



Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence

N
N

Mohammad Moghisseh

Head of Branch 28 ofthelslamic Revolutionary Courts

Judge Mohammad Moghisseh, Head of Branch 28 of
the Islamic Revolutionary Courts, has beenin charge of
thecasesofmanyactivistsandprotestersarrested after
the June 2009 elections. He has notonly issued long
prison sentences, buthe has alsoissued several death
sentencesforthe protesters.

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
has conducted interviews with human rights lawyers,
familiesofprisoners,andreleasedprisoners. Information
received by the Campaign clearly demonstrates thatin
mostofcasesreviewed andruled by Judge Moghisseh,
the suspects have been deprived of a fair trial, whether
the sentence was imprisonment or execution. In most
cases Judge Moghisseh has paid no attention to the
defense presentedbythe suspectsortheirlawyers,and
hasissued sentences demanded by interrogators and
intelligence agents.

Judge Moghisseh presided over the prosecution of
Roxana Saberi, the Iranian-American journalist falsely
accused of spying, and sentenced herto eightyearsin
prisoninApril 2009. The appeals court overturned this
sentence and Saberiwas eventuallyreleased. (i)

Several humanrights lawyers who represented
post-election political prisoners told the Campaign
that rulings issued by Judge Moghisseh lacked legal
foundation. The sentences very closely followed what
theinterrogatorshadthreatenedthe suspectswithduring
theirimprisonment, including death sentences.

Alawyer who represented several post-election
prisonerstold the International Campaign for Human
Rightsinlran, "Whatwe saw in our numerous meetings
with himis that he isincapable of understanding the
simplestjudicialconceptsandonlyservesasasignature
machine forheavy and baseless sentences. Nohonest
judge would ever confirmhisrulings."

"Unfortunately, a few judges who follow orders from
intelligence organizations close their eyes on the
evidence inthe files and the defense presented by the
suspects andtheirlawyers, and issue political rulings.
Thishasturnedthe Iranian Judiciary into asubsidiary of
the Ministry of Intelligence,"he added.

Duringthe showtrialsinBranch 28 ofthe Revolutionary
Courts, Judge Moghisseh tried two detainees, Jafar

Kazemiand Mohammad AliHajAghaee, on charges
of moharebeh for contacting and cooperating with
Mojahedeen-e Khalgh Organization (MKO) and
propaganda againstthe regime. (ii) Moghisseh found
both suspects guilty and sentenced themto death.

Judge Moghissehissuedrulings for two prominent
Iranian student activists, Bahareh Hedyat and Milad
Asadi. He sentenced Bahareh Hedayat to nine and
halfyears and Milad Asadi to seven yearsin prison. (iii)
AccordingtoBaharehHedayat'shusband,therewasno
evidenceofanycrimeinhercasefile.Againstiranianlaw,
the two defendants' lawyers were notallowed to defend
theirclientsincourt.

Another repeating patternin Judge Moghisseh's
rulings is the disproportionate relationship between
the crimes and their punishment. After the two prison
sentences were issued by Judge Moghisseh, the
CampaignaskedtheIranianJudiciarytosuspendJudge
Moghisseh from his position as a judge on grounds of
repeated violations of the law and a growing suspicion
thathisrulings are politically motivated. The Campaign
further demanded that the Judiciary appointagroup of
independentjudgestoreviewthe caseshehadreviewed.
SofarthelranianJudiciaryhasabstainedfromtakingthis
recommendation.

In aletter to the Head of the Iranian Judiciary,
Mohammad Mostafaei, ahumanrights lawyer who has
represented several post-elections political prisoners
wrote aboutthisjudge'sviolations. (iv)

Reporting on the violations in Branch 28 of the
Revolutionary Courts, the attorney wrote, "Regrettably,
Mr.MoghissehofBranch 28 ofthe Revolutionary Courts
has acted against the law during the reviews of several
cases, some of which I have represented. He has
particularly acted against basic and fundamental laws
suchasthe Iranian Code of Criminal Procedure andthe
Citizen'sRightsLaw. Forexample,someoftheviolations
which should be reviewed and especially examined
inthis branch are: the illegal extended imprisonment
of suspects despite the law's stipulation that suspects
should not be detained for a period longer than the
minimum punishment for their crimes; refusal to end
temporary detention orders within the legal time frame;
refusaltoissue orders allowing lawyers to meet with
their clientsin prison, as well as for signing the power of
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Anotherrepeating patternin Judge Moghisseh'srulingsisthe
disproportionate relationship betweenthe crimesandtheir
punishment. Afterthe two prison sentenceswereissued by
Judge Moghisseh, the Campaign askedthe Iranian Judiciary
tosuspend Judge Moghisseh from his positionasajudge on

grounds ofrepeated violations ofthe law and agrowing suspicion

thathisrulingsare politically motivated. The Campaign further
demandedthatthe Judiciary appointagroup of independent
judgestoreviewthe caseshehadreviewed. Sofarthe Iranian
Judiciary has abstained from taking this recommendation.

attorney documents; refusalto serve the defense with
accurate trial dates and more importantly, the refusal
to serve the defense with accurate trial dates and more
importantly, the related court papers and copies of the
indictment; and deprivingthe suspectsfromtheirchance
topresentafairdefense."

On 19 April 2010, several political prisoners at Evin
prisonwrote an open letter, detailing their ill-treatment
and lack of due process during their prosecutions. (v) In
theletter,the prisonersdescribedtheirdifficultconditions
andthe physical, sexual, and psychological abuse they
have hadto endure duringtheirdetention.ll

Footnotes

i.Acquitand Release Roxana Saberi, International
CampaignforHumanRightsinIran, 19April 2009,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2009/04/releasesaberi

ii. Two More Death Sentences Upheld by Appeals Court,
International CampaignforHuman RightsinIran, 1 May 2010,

http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1389/02/executionsentence

iii. Draconian Prison Sentences Doled outfor Activists,
International CampaignforHuman RightsinIran, 20 May
2010,

http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/05/hedayat-asadi-sentenced
iv.Mostafaie: Judge Moghisseh Has deprived Defendants
of Many Rights, International Campaign for Human Rightsin

Iran, 10April 2010,
http://persian.iranhumanrights.org/1389/01/mostafaie
v.Open Letter by Evin Prisoners Detailing lll-Treatment,
BBC Persian, 20April 2010,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2010/04/100420_110_evin_prisoners_
letter.shtml
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Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati

Secretary General ofthe Guardian Council

AyatollahAhmad Jannatiis the Secretary General of
the Islamic Republic ofIran’s Guardian Counciland one
ofthe country’s highestranking authorities. Since the
12 June presidential election, Jannatihas unabashedly
incitedviolence,demandeddeathsentencesforelection
protestors, and coordinated hisrhetoricwiththe Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)andsecurityforces.
He has repeatedly called protestors "corruptors on
earth,"acharge that carries the death penalty. Jannati
has continuously demanded execution sentencesfrom
thelranianJudiciary,and supportedtheimplementation
ofsuchsentences.

Jannati has explicitly advocated the use of violence,
sayingforexample:"lhope God doesnotshowmercyto
thosewhoshowmercytocorruptorsonearth. Thereisno
room for compassion; there must be confrontation, just
aswhenduringthetime ofthe Prophet, thosewho broke
theirpromise werekilled, we cannothave compromises
inpunishment.” Jannatiprovokedthe Judiciarytopursue
reformist political leaders when, on 1 August 2009 ata
Friday Prayer sermonin Tehran, he asked, "Why have
the leaders not been arrested yet? Why haven'tthose
whom allknowto be the roots of sedition and the mother
ofallcorruptionbeenarrestedyet?" (i)

On29January 2010, Jannatidefendedthe execution of
twopolitical prisoners, MohammadAliZamaniandArash
Rahmanipour, carried outthe day before and called for
more executionsinanaddresstothe Head ofthe Iranian
Judiciary, saying,"...you have an anti-oppression and
revolutionary attitude. So, for God's satisfaction, justas
youexecutedthosetwoindividuals, thankyou, standlike
aman." (i) (iif) Jannati believes in the implementation
of executions as a means of dissuading citizens from
protesting, "We showed weakness after 18 Tir. (iv)
(Referencetostudentdemonstrationsin1999thatwere
suppressedbypolice) (v) We mustaskthe Judiciary, how
many peoplewere executedwhichledto (the protestsof)
Ashura?lsaythatifyoushowweakness, aworsefuture
is awaiting you." After protests on Ashura, on 1 January
2010 ataTehran Friday Prayer sermon, Jannationce
again demanded maximum penalties for protestors
describing them as "manifestations of corruptors on
earth"(chargesof“corruptiononearth"ormoharebehare
punishable by the death penalty) saying Revolutionary
Courts should try and convict them. (vi) He continued,

saying thatif protesters continue their demonstrations
after Ashura (30 December 2009), "They mustn'tbe
given another chance;they mustbe punished and the
Judiciary must act swiftly in this area and to assign the
revolutionaryjudgesof1979tothese casesandnotsome
wimpjudges.”

Jannati announced the coming of televised coerced
confessionsby post-electiondetainees, demonstrating
his knowledge of what was happening inside prisons.
On3July2009,duringaFriday Prayerssermon, Jannati
said, "Some people have been arrested and they are
providing confessionsandwewillinformthe publictothe
degreethatitisappropriate.” (vii)

Severalindividuals imprisoned after the elections
and released after several weeks told the International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran that they were
coercedto make false confessions againstthemselves
or other reformists. Some said they were physically
and psychologically tortured. Only a few weeks after
Jannati'sstatements,on1August2009, the confessions
of several former high ranking officials in Mohammad
Khatami’scabinetincludingformerVice PresidentSeyed
Mohammad Ali Abtahiwere broadcast on Iranian state
televisionduring showtrials. (viii)

As afagih, ortheological expert, on the Guardian
Council(responsibleforvetting Presidential candidates)
Jannatiis expected to remain impartial. However, he
supported Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s candidacy and
talked about sentencing and punishing his opponents.
Jannati’s lack of objectivity moved even conservative
Iranian MPs to react. Ali Motahari, a conservative
Member of the Iranian Parliament, accused Jannati of
having made a "mistake" by announcing his support
for Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Motaharitold ILNANews
Agency, "In my opinion some of the members of the
Council such as Mohammad Yazdi, Ahmad Jannati,
MohammadMomen, aswellas Gholamhossein Elham,
have made mistakesin their approachtothe elections.
The Guardian Councilisinthe position of referee,and a
refereemustnotexpressanopinioninfavorofoneofthe
opponents. But, unfortunately, they supported Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad'scandidacy...Whenbeforeagameisheld
arefereeannounceshissupportforaparticularteam,itis
only naturalifthe spectators getconfused."” (ix)ll
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Jannatihas explicitlyadvocatedtheuseofviolence,
saying forexample:"lhope God does notshowmercyto
thosewhoshowmercytocorruptorsonearth. Thereisno
roomforcompassion; theremustbeconfrontation,justas
whenduringthetimeoftheProphet,thosewho broketheir
promisewerekilled,wecannothavecompromisesin
punishment." JannatiprovokedtheJudiciarytopursue
reformistpoliticalleaderswhen,on 1August2009ata
Friday Prayersermonin Tehran,heasked,"Why havethe
leadersnotbeenarrestedyet? Why haven'tthosewhom
allknowtobetherootsofseditionand themotherofall
corruptionbeenarrestedyet?"

i
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i.JannatiProvokes Judiciary to Pursue Reformists, BBC
Persian, 21 August2009,

http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2009/08/090821_m_jannati.shtml

ii. Jannat Defends Executions of Two Prisoners, BBC
Persian, 29 January 2010,

http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2010/01/100129_117_jannati_execution.
shtml

iii.Pace of Political ExecutionsAccelerating, International
CampaignforHumanRightsinlran, 28 January 2010, http://
www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/01/accelerating-executions

iv.Jannati Speech on Executions,

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=47fdryOR-rc

v.Iran Student Protests: Five Years On,BBC, 9 July 2004,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/3879535.stm

vi.JannatiDemands Executionfor Protestors, 1 January

2010,
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vii.JannatiAnnounces Televised Confessions During Friday

Prayer Sermon, Radio Farda, 3 September 2009,
http://www.radiofarda.com/content/F8_JANATI_FRIDAY_

PRAYING/1768680.html
viii.Broadcast of MohammadAliAbtahi’'s Confession, Fars

NewsAgency, 31 December 2009,
http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=8805100778
Mottaharion Guardian Council Expressing Opinionsonthe

Election, BBC Persian, 27 June 2009,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/persian/iran/2009/06/090627 _brief_mutahari.shtml
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Yadollah Javani
Head of the IRGC Political Office

YadollahJavaniistheHeadofthelslamicRevolutionary
GuardCorps’(IRGC) Political Office. He hasrepeatedly
supported the use of violence and harsh interrogation
tactics against post-election protesters. Javani’'s
statementshavebecomethebasisforindictmentsagainst
protestors and have resulted in the IRGC’s takeover
of interrogations. Javani, since before the election,
describedtherole of the IRGC as the arbiter of justice
againstdissidents saying, "The IRGC is responsible
for defending the revolution and encountering threats.
Depending on the nature of threats, the IRGC will
formulate its confrontation methods."

Javani'sstatementsagainstelection-related protests,
some made even before the election happened,
have become the basis for actions of the IRGC since
the elections of 12 June 2009. Two weeks before
the elections, Sobh-e Saadegh Weekly, the official
publication of the IRGC, quoted Javani as saying, "A
publicinvitation of supporters to use the color greenin
their scarves, robes, hats, wristbands, etc... pursues
objectivesotherthanrallyingsupportandenthusiasmfor
the electionsinthe society andamong supporters.” (i)

Justunderonemonthaftertheelection,ataconvention
ofIRGCauthoritiesandleaders, Javanipubliclysupported
the use of violence against protesters, saying, "Prior to
the elections, in an analytical report | wrote in Sobh-e
Sadegh, | predicted the efforts of anti-state groups, [I
predicted] the velvetrevolution. People's awareness
leftthese conspiracies fruitless and nipped itin the bud.
Duringtheelections, wefacedadeepsedition; asedition
whose source isthe newdissension. The pre-and post-
elections events showed the face of new dissension
and people willknow this face even more in the future.
Duringtheseincidents, the sedition'seyewasdamaged,
butitwasn'tblinded. We mustnow completely blind the
sedition'seyeandremoveitfromthesocket. Blindingthe
sedition's eye can only be possible by shining alighton
[whatis happening] behindthe scenes." (ii)

Released prisoners have told the International
Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran that their arrests
were carried out by the Prosecutor's Office, but that
interrogations and investigations were carried out by
the Intelligence Unitofthe IRGC. Prisonersturned over
tothe IRGC's Intelligence Unit, especially within the
two months following the election, were mistreated,
physically and psychologically abused, and pressured

tomakefalse confessions. Confessionstofalsecharges
were made aconditionforrelease, and Javanihasbeen
a staunch advocate for the publication and broadcast
ofthese confessions. Javani has said, "Itis necessary
to broadcast the confessions of those arrested" and
has confirmed that distinguished political figures were
forced to make confessions when he called for themto
be broadcastontelevision. (iii) (iv)

Proofofthe IRGC’sinfiltration ofthe judicial processis
apparentinJavani's publicuse of confidentialinformation
fromprisonerinterrogations. LawsofthelslamicRepublic
oflranstipulatethatdetails ofinterrogationsmustremain
confidential. Javanihas publicly quoted fromthe texts of
confessionshby prisonerssuchasMohammadAliAbtahi,
formerVice Presidentoflran,and MohammadAghaee,
another political figure. On 17 August 2009, Javani
demanded that presidential candidate Mir Hossein
Mousavi be putontrial. In his speech, herevealed
information from the confessions of Hedayat Aghaee,
amember of the reformist Kargozaran Party, whose
trial had not been held yet. (v) Javani quoted Aghaee
as saying thatthe reformist and opposition candidates'
strategyinthe presidential electionhad beentocometo
poweratwhatevercost. Afewmonthslater,Aghaeewas
sentencedtofiveyearsin prison.

Javanihas accused those arrested in post-election
sweeps of attempting a "soft overthrow" of the Islamic
Republic government. Several months after the
electionthe subject of a softrevolution arose in the
indictment made against 100 people who were among
those arrested and puton trial. Javani’s statements
in post-election speeches comprised a large part
of thatindictment. According to Fars News Agency,
Javanipublished an article in Sobh-e SadeghWeekly,
demanding punishmentof protesters, accusing them of
working towards a velvetrevolution, "Any group or any
individual, regardless of their background or position,
whowishestoaccompanythe GreatSatanUStochange
the Islamic Republicregime andtoreplace itwithanon-
religious regime, must be punished as an overthrowing
and treacherous group. Inthe text of the indictment,
referringtodocumentedandavailableevidence,aswell
asthe confessions of the suspects and those arrested
duringthe post-electionsriots, itisexpressedthatagroup
supported by the West and especially the US, using the
[excuseofthe]presidentialelections,intendedtohavea
velvetrevolutioninIran." (vi)
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Javanimadeexplicitreferencesto IRGC's
interferenceinthepost-elections events, saying,
"Withits maximal presencetheIRGCwas ableto
haveapositiveand effectiveroleintheelections."
Accordingtothelranian Constitution,any
interferencein politics by military personnelisillegal.
Asaleading military authority, Yadollah Javani
hasincitedviolencebefore,during,and afterthe
presidential electionof12June.Hehasadvocated
violenceagainstprotesters,revealed thecontents of
suspect’sinterrogationtranscripts beforetheirtrials,
anddefended usingviolenceagainstprotesters.

politicsby military personnelisillegal. Asaleading military
JavanimadeexplicitreferencestoIRGC'sinterference authority, Yadollah Javani has incited violence before,
inthe post-elections events, saying, "Withits maximal during, and after the presidential election of 12 June. He
presence the IRGC was able to have a positive and hasadvocated violence againstprotesters, revealedthe
effectiveroleinthe elections." (vii) contentsofsuspect’'sinterrogationtranscriptsbeforetheir
trials,and defended using violence against protesters.ll

Accordingtothelranian Constitution,anyinterferencein

7

Footnotes
i.Javani Quoted Saying Plans Existed to Target Protestors iv. Javani Says Confessions Should be Broadcastand
Wearing Green, Sobh-e-Sadegh, Reveals Informationin Them, Aftab News, 15August2009,
http://sobhesadegh.ir/1388/0399/M05. HTM#m1 http://www.aftabnews.ir/vdcfxyd1.wedojagiiw.html
ii. Javani Supporting the Use of Violence Against Protestors, v.Ibid z
RFI, 11 June 2009, _ _ vi.Javani PublishesArticlein Sobh-e-SadeghDemanding £
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iii. Javani Supportsthe Publication and Broadcast of http://www.farsnews.com/printable.php?nn=8805181344 =
Confessions, Aftab News, 24 June 2009, vii.lbid. ;:
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Member of Parliament

InJanuary 2010, Rouhollah Hosseinian, led a group
of 36 parliamentarians in introducing an urgent bill in
Parliamentthat would reduce the appeals period for
personschargedwith moharebeh (enmity againstGod)
andsentencedtoexecutiontoonlyfivedays. Thebillwas
justified as a mean to expedite the implementation of
death sentencesissued for post-election protestors.

During post-electiontrials, Revolutionary Courtshave
handeddownatleastthirteendeathsentencesforthose
charged with moharebeh. Two of those convicted have
since been executed. On4 January 2010, Parleman
News, the website for the Iranian Parliament's minority
fraction, reported about this urgent bill initiated by
Hosseinian and signed by 35 other pro-government
MPs. Although the bill was eventually abandoned in
face of strong criticisms during the following weeks, if
approved,itwouldbecomeanaddendumtoArticle 236 of
Iran's Generaland Revolutionary Courts Criminal Code,
and would reduce the period allowed for an appeal in
casesof"disturbingpublicorder"and moharebehtofive
days, instead ofthe 25 days currently allowed.

Humanrightsorganizations,includingthe International
Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran, have repeatedly
describedthelegalreviewprocessappliedtoprotesters
arrestedafterthe 2009 presidential electionsasviolating
international standards and procedures for fair and
objective trials, as well as Iranian laws. In most cases
wheresuspectsare convictedofmoharebeh, defendants
are deprived of accessto a lawyer of their choice and
are brought to court after enduring harsh detention
conditions without the opportunity to build an effective
legaldefense. Inone ofthese cases, MohammadAmin
Valian, atwenty-year old man whose only crime was
throwingthreerocks during apost-election protest, was
sentencedto death. The appeals court subsequently
overturnedthe sentence.

Intheintroductory sectionofthe proposed bill, member
of the parliament offered the following justification:
"Considering recent events (post election), and the
needfortheimmediatereviewofchargesagainstrioters,
punishment of perpetrators, and prevention [of similar

Rouhollah Hosseinian

crimes], [this]urgentbillis presented."

Rouhollah Hosseinian, Hamid Rasaee, Mohammad
Kamran, Elias Naderan, and Fatemeh Alia, all pro-
government Principalist MPs, were among those who
signedthe proposedbill.

Government critics and some MPs have criticized
the Members of Parliament who proposed the bill. In
aninterview with Parleman News on 5 January 2010,
AliMottahari, member of the Principalist Fraction, said,
"This bill reflects the extremist and radical mentality of
its initiators, especially Mr. Hosseinian." Describing
Hosseinian, he said that he had a special interestin
executions, adding: "When he was ajudge, he issued
many executionorders."

Hosseinian has a history of defending extra-judicial
assassinations by intelligence agents. He defended
Saeed Emami, aformer Deputy Minister of Intelligence
and the prime suspect for the 1998 assassinations of at
leastfive intellectuals, known as the "chain murders,"
committedbyagentsoftheintelligence ministry. Hewas
asupporteroftheformerDeputy Ministerof Intelligence,
who reportedly committed suicide in a prison bathroom
after being arrested. Praising him as "anintelligence
genius,"hehassaid: "Saeed Emamiwasapowerfuland
strongintelligence operative." Hosseinianhasalsosaid
Emamibelieved that those who opposed the Islamic
Republic"'mustallbetreatedtothe blade.”

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
believesthat statements by persons suchasRouhollah
Hosseinian and other religious, political, and media
figures have had a significantimpactin creating an
atmosphere of support for official violence, and for the
issuance ofpolitically-motivatedverdictsand sentences
bythe Iranian Judiciary. The Campaignnotesthatthose
whoweredirectlyinvolvedinviolence orcausedharmto
protestors and dissidents through organized activities
are notthe only individuals responsible, butalso those,
suchasHosseinian,whose statementshelped promote
andinstigate officialviolence mustbe heldaccountable.
|
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Governmentcriticsand someMPs havecriticized
theMembers of Parliamentwho proposedthebill.In
aninterview with Parleman News on5January 2010,
AliMottahari,memberofthePrincipalist Fraction,
said,"Thisbillreflectstheextremistandradical
mentality ofitsinitiators,especially Mr.Hosseinian."
Describing Hosseinian,hesaidthathehad aspecial
interestinexecutions,adding: "Whenhewas ajudge,
heissued many executionorders."

Background

Hojjat-ol-eslamRouhollahHosseinianwasbornin1955inShiraz.  educationatHaghani Schooluntil 1981.
He moved with his family at age five to an Abadeh village named Previously, Hosseinian was the Head of the Center for Islamic
Saghad, and finished his primary and middle school educationin ~ Revolution Documents. He was appointed as Mahmoud
thesamevillage. Heentered Qom Seminaryin 1970, continuinghis ~ Ahmadinejad's Security and Political Advisorin May 2008.
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Ali Saeedi

Representativeof SupremelLeaderin IRGC

Ali Saeediisthe Representative of Supreme Leader
AliKhameneiinthe Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). Saeedivehemently defended the role of IRGC
forcesin post-election crackdowns and their use of
violenceoncitizens, becomingoneofthe highestranking
Islamic Republicauthoritiestosanctiontheactionsofthe
security apparatuses. IRGCforces arrested thousands
of protestors, four of whom were murdered in Iranian
prisons.

Eyewitnesshasconfirmedviolentattacks by Basijand
IRGCforcesagainstpeaceful protesters. Duringtrials of
protestorsand political prisonerssincethe Juneelection,
theIRGChasplayedavisibleroleinforcing confessions
and applying pressureto Judicial officialstoissue harsh
sentences.

Saeedi’s statements before the election and the
subsequentactionsofthe IRGCserveasevidenceofthe
government’s preparation to meet protests with force.
During a pre-election gathering of IRGC commanders,
Saeedidemandedpreventative measures, claimingthat
reformistsintended "an overthrowthroughelections,"a
chargethatcancarrythedeathpenalty. Sincetheelection
atleasteleven people, in show trials of post-election
protestors, have been convicted of "moharebeh," or
"enmity against God." They received death sentences,
andtwo ofthemwere secretly executed. (i)

Monthsbeforethe Juneelections, in December 2009,
duringaconferencetitled"DefendingAgainstASoftWar,"
Saeedisupportedusingviolence by governmentforces
intheinterestof"maintaining the regime." (ii) He further
statedthatmoreaggressionandmurdersareacceptable
in orderto protectthe regime, referring to the number of
dead during the firstthree battles of Imam Ali after the
emergence of Islamhe said, "Itisworthitto have 75,000
people killed for preserving the regime." (iii) Saeedi’s
commentsasahighlyranked governmentofficialdirectly
appointedbythe Supreme Leader providedjustification
andthepremiseforthe use offorce bythe IRGCandBasij
insuppressing peaceful protests.

Hundreds of those arrested were not presentin the
protestsandwere arrested attheirhomes, mostofthem
without any prior record of activities against the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Additionally, human rights lawyers
have told the Campaignthat IRGC intelligence forces
have made direct demands of Revolutionary Courts

judgestoissue harsh sentences for the post-elections
protesters.

Severalpost-electiondetaineestold the International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran that they were
mistreated and abused physically and psychologically
after their arrest. They attest to being pressured to
confessto actsthey have not committed. One ofthese
individuals was arrested two days after the elections on
chargesof participationin protests, eventhoughhe had
notattendedany ofthe gatherings.

He told the Campaign, "Immediately after my arrest,
they tried to defeat me psychologically throughinsults
and degradation. During the interrogations in the first
week, kicking and slapping me, the interrogator who
was from IRGC's Intelligence Unitrepeatedly told me to
confesstoparticipatinginthe organizationofthe protests.
Butlhadn'tleftmyhouseafterthe electionsbecauselwas
sick. They said thatif 1 didn't make confessions against
thereformistleaderslwouldlose myjobandwould never
be able to continue my education."

According to Iranian law, interference by military
personnelinpoliticsis prohibited. Withoutregard forthe
law, using his position with IRGC and his appointment
by the Supreme Leader, Saeedi made claims that
the presence of the IRGC in politics was necessary to
suppressdissidents. Saeedicitedthe secondchapter of
IRGC'sArticles of Incorporation, under IRGC's mission
statement as hisreasoning thatthe IRGC is allowed
"legal confrontation with operatives and movements
thatintend to sabotage, overthrow, or commitany other
action againstthe Islamic Republic of Iran," and "legal
confrontationwith operatives whouseforce."

Saeediclaimed on 24 February 2010 that, "Inrecent
post-election events, wherever the regime was faced
withthreats, the IRGCenteredlogicallyandlegally. They
helpedthe Ministry of Intelligenceintheintelligencearea
andtheyhelpedthe police forcesinthe national security
area."(iv)HeevengavetheIRGC’s performanceagainst
"threats" "the highestgrade." Inaninterview on 27 July
2009, Saeediinvokedreligious fervor by describing the
murder of citizens as "shedding blood for Islam.” (v) He
asked, "Shouldn't we stand against those who come
to streets and chant slogans under influence from the
West, and protectIslam?" He likened the crackdown
onprotesterstothe Battle of Saffein during Islam's early
days, answering the question of who isresponsible
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Saeedi’'s statements beforetheelectionandthe
subsequentactionsofthelRGCserveasevidence
ofthegovernment’s preparationto meetprotests
withforce.Duringapre-electiongathering of IRGC
commanders, Saeedidemanded preventative
measures, claimingthatreformistsintended"an
overthrowthroughelections," achargethatcancarry
thedeath penalty. Sincetheelection atleasteleven
people,inshowtrials of post-election protestors,have
beenconvicted of "moharebeh," or"enmity against
God." Theyreceived death sentences,and two ofthem
weresecretly executed.

for people'slostlives as, "Thisisjustlike the message him]whowill be responsible for the shed blood? Imam
whichwas sentto Imam [Khomeini] from Qomduringthe replied thatwe will provide the same answer as Imam Al
Imposed|[lran-Iraq]War,askinghimtoendthewar,[asking  didto protectislamduringthe Saffein Battle."H

Background

Ali Saeedisucceeded Movahedi Kermaniand servedinthe  servedasoneofthemaincentersresponsiblefordesigningthe post-
position ofthe Supreme Leader's Representativeinthe IRGCuntil  electioncrackdown, operatesunder Saeedi'sdirection. Saeediisa
2005.AfterMahmoudAhmadinejad'selection,AliKkhamenei,lran’'s ~ former member of Combatant Clergy Association, aconservative
Supreme Leader, appointedhimtothe IRGCashisrepresentative.  organizationfortheclerics.

The IRGC's Political Office, which according to several sources

Footnotes g
i.Pace of Political Executions Accelerating, International Campaign for iv.SaeediDefending the Actions ofthe GovernmentAgainst Protestors, §
HumanRightsinlIran, 28 January 2010, Yazd Farda, 24 February 2010, =
http://www.iranhumanrights.org/2010/01/accelerating-executions http://www.yazdfarda.com/news/21773.html :“,;
ii.Saeedi Supporting the Use of Violence Against Protestors, Radio v.GovernmentDeserves Highest Grade forActions: Saeedi,AsrIran, 27 ot
Zamaneh, 12 January 2010, July 2009, %=
http://zamaaneh.com/news/2010/01/_75_2.html http://www.asriran.com/fa/pages/?cid=70358 ig
ii. Ibid. ie
=}
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence

w
N

Ayatollah Mohammad Taghi Mesbah Yazdi

Member of the Assembly of Experts

Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdiis head of the Khomeini
EducationandResearchInstituteinQomandamember
ofthe Council of Experts. Over the pastdecade, he has
become known as "the theoretician of violence," for his
unabashed promotion and defense of state-sponsored
violence againstdissidents. Through hisinflammatory
statements, he has been aleading figure ininstigating
violence againstpeacefulprotestorsobjectingtoelection
resultsand humanrightsviolations.

Following protests over the June 2009 Presidential
election, Yazdi called all individuals who oppose the
government, including election protestors, "corrupters
onearth"and"mohareb,"or"enemiesof God," charges
thatare punishablebydeathunderlIranianlaws. Thirteen
individuals have been charged with moharebeh during
post-electiontrials.

Yazdihaspubliclylicensedactsagainstdemonstrators
and opposition groups by using his religious influence
to supportthe infallibility of government officials. Heis a
staunchsupporterofMahmoudAhmadinejad, publishing
supportlettersforboth of Ahmadinejad’sterms. (i)

InanAugust 2009 meeting withagroup of Basijforces
atthe Imam Khomeini Institute, Yazdi said, "When the
Presidentis appointed and confirmed by the Supreme
Leader, he becomes his operative and through this
transition will receive the light...when the President
receivesthe orders of the Supreme Leader, obeying
himisthe same as obeying God." (ii) Yazdi's assertion
of Presidential infallibility characterizes protests over
electionresults and any criticism of Ahmadinejad as
moharebeh. In another speech, on 17 July 2009, in
Mashad, Yazdicalled peaceful protestsagainstelection
results "sedition," saying some who opposed the
Supreme Leader have attempted a "velvetrevolution”
through"riots." (iii)

InJanuary2010,inameetingwithIRGCcommanders
afewweeks before agroup of arrested detainees were

sentencedtodeathformoharebeh, Yazdiexplicitly called
election protests "corruption on earth" saying, "The
sedition and events, which took place during the recent
months in the country, have notbeen unprecedented
throughout history and thiswon't be the last of them. Of
course the types of slogans, actions, and covers are
different, butthey all share the sametitle--corruptionon
earth."(iv)

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
demandsanobijectiveinvestigationaboutthe existence
or lack thereof of any fatwa by Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi
forthe execution of political dissidents. Since Yazdi's
namewas mentionedasthereligiousleaderwhoissued
the fatwa for the chain murders of five intellectuals by
Intelligence Ministry agentsin 1988 as well as the 2000
assassinationattemptonreformistSaeedHajjarian, the
Campaign expresses concern about the existence of
suchafatwajustifying political executions. (v)

Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi's speeches are aclear
promotion, propagation, and incitementto violence
through public speech. His words have legitimized
violence from hisreligious position. Though Yazdi did
nothaveanyadministrativeresponsibilitiesduring post-
election crackdowns on protesters, hisregard amongst
Iranian security, intelligence, and judicial personnelis
suspected as areason for moharebeh sentences and
the executions of dissidents.

Extremist cleric Ayatollah Mohammad Taghi Mesbah
Yazdihas clearly advocated violence and the use of the
death penalty to suppress dissidents. (vi) Considering
thatin many of the murders of dissidents after the 1979
Revolution, the footprints of fatwas made by certain
extremistclericshavebeenestablished, the International
Campaignfor Human Rightsin Iran believes that Yazdi
mustbeinvestigated and held accountable
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Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi's speechesareaclear
promotion,propagation,andincitementto
violencethroughpublicspeech.Hiswords have
legitimized violencefrom hisreligious position.
Though Yazdidid nothaveany administrative
responsibilitiesduring post-election crackdowns
onprotesters,hisregardamongstiranian security,
intelligence,andjudicial personnelissuspected
asareasonformoharebehsentencesandthe
executionsofdissidents.

Bornin1934inYazd, Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdiis the founder and
director of the Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute,
amember of the Council of Experts, the High Council of Cultural
Revolution, and the Qom Hawzeh Teachers Association, Head of
the International High Society of Ahl-e-Beit, and a scholar at Qom

Seminary.Afterthe Islamic Revolutionof 1979, Yazdihad anactive
role inthe establishment of the Office for Coordination of Hawzeh
andUniversities.In1990, hewaselectedasamemberofthe Council
of Experts fromthe Province of Khuzistan, and in the subsequent
electionsforthe Council of Experts, he was elected from Tehran.

Footnotes

i.Letters by Yazdiin SupportofAhmadinejad, RajaNews,
http://rajanews.com/detail.asp?lang_id=&id=39383

ii. Speechby Yazdion Obeyingthe President, FardaNews, 12 August

2009,
http://www.fardanews.com/fa/pages/?cid=88589

iii.Lecture by YazdiCalling Protests ‘Sedition’, MesbahYazdi.org, 17
June 2009,

http://mesbahyazdi.org/farsi/?speeches/lectures/lectures31.htm
iv.Yazdi Calling Protests ‘Corruption on Earth’, Aftab News, 6 January

2010,
http://www.aftabnews.ir/vdchgknw.23nxmdftt2.html

v.Akbar Ganiji, in histrailin December 2000, named Yazdiasthe
individualwho provoked the murders byissuing the requisite fatwa for
them, calling him "the leader of Grey Eminences." Ganjiwrote: "Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdiissued the fatwa forthe murderand massacre ofthe

journalists. He alsowrote aletterto Iran's Supreme Leaderto uphold the
executionsentences of HashemAghajariand prominentclericAhmad
Ghabel."Afterthe 2001 chain murdersinthe city of Kerman, several Basij
members, prosecuted forcommitting the murders, said that after hearing
aspeechby Yazditheydetermineditwastheirduty by Shariatokillthose
"whose blood shouldbewasted." Inalettertothe court, Yazdidenied a
specific fatwa for the five murders, but confirmed his speech about"guiding
orders"andthe necessity of the personal actions of Basijmembersin
following "guiding orders."

vi.One of Yazdi's most controversial statementsinthe promotion of
violence by the governmentin confronting oppositionis: “Ifthe realization
oflslamicgoals cannotbe attainedin any way other thanviolence, thenitis
necessary.” Sobh-e Emruz Newspaper, June 7,1999)
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Perpetrators of the Post-Election Crackdown

Men Of Violence

W
~

Hossein Shariatmadari

Managing Editor of Kayhan Newspaper

Hossein Shariatmadari, Editor-in-Chief of Kayhan
Newspaper,isoneoftheindividualswhofirstaccusedreformist
presidential candidates offomentingavelvetrevolutionduring
the vote count after the June 2009 presidential elections,
and promoted violence against protestors. Shariatmadari's
definition of a "velvetrevolution" soon became the dominant
conceptused by the IRGC, Ministry of Intelligence, Basij, and
police forces as ajustification for cracking down on the post-
election protesters.

On 14 June 2009, Kayhan Newspaper published an article
claimingthatinformationreceivedbythe newspaperindicated
that, "The collection of scattered movements in the City of
Tehran during the 24 hours after the presidential elections
is aproduct of the plan by the reformists'riots and anarchy
operationsgroupinTehran." (i)

Accusingreformistfigures, Kayhanwrote,"Accordingtothe
latestreports, thisgroup has metseveraltimes during the past
24 hourswiththe effective participationofMohsenAminzadeh
andMostafaTajzadeh, andis planning propagation ofliesand
rumors, as well as organizing hoodlums and gangsters for
streetriots." (ii)

Only hours after the newspaper was published, dozens of
reformist political figures, several journalists, and campaign
managers for reformist candidates Mir Hossein Mousaviand
Mehdi Karroubiwere arrested and imprisoned. Some ofthe
arrestedindividualstoldthe International CampaignforHuman
Rightsin Iran thattheir arrest warrants did not contain their
names and that the documentwas a blanket arrest warrant
formany. Several arrested individuals, including prominent
humanrights lawyer Abdolfattah Soltani, have confirmed that
the general arrest warrant, which did not have any names or
specificchargesonit,wassignedby Tehran Prosecutor, Saeed
Mortazavi.

Duringthedaysimmediatelyfollowingtheelectionsandwhile
street protests were taking place, Shariatmadari repeatedly
attributed the public gatheringstoforeign powers. (iii)

Kayhan's narrative aboutthe post-electioneventswas later
usedasafactualaccountbythe Ministry of Intelligenceandthe
IRGCtocrackdownondissidentsandtoarrest, torture, abuse,
and mistreatthem in detention centers, forcing themto make
false confessions resulting in long-term prison sentences for
them.

OnTuesday, 15 June 2009, Kayhan Newspaper called the
spontaneous post-election public protests "organized," and,
steppingintothe shoesofMinistry of Intelligenceandthe IRGC,
announced that the main elements in charge of the protests
were "completely” related to intelligence circles abroad. This
newspaper never presented any evidenceforits claims.

Ina 16 June 2009 article entitled "Where Is the Command
RoomofTheRiots?"Kayhanstated, "One ofthe mostimportant
discussions we must have aboutthe recentunrestin Tehran

isthatthese riots are completely organized and considerable
money and a kind of coherent organization exist behind their
scene.Consideringthe completeandthorough similarity ofthe
plansimplemented by certain elements both before and after
electionstothe colorrevolutionmodels of EasternEuropeand
CentralAsia, aswellasthe existence ofample evidence about
the coordinated efforts of the rioters and the fact that many
of them are mercenaries, this view is now strengthened that
the main elementsresponsible for these riots are completely
relatedtointelligence centersabroad andofcourseidentifying
andconfrontingthemisbeingseriously pursuedatthistime.The
mainproblemofthe plannersoftheseriotsrightnowisthatfirst
ofalltheriotsdidnotspreadatallandarelimitedtoafewareasin
NorthernTehran,andalsothefactthatthe 25millionpeoplewho
votedforMr.Ahmadinejadwould not[just]watchthese scenes
andwithasingle cue, theywould endallrioters."

Concurrentwitharrestsofjournalists suchasMaziar Bahari,
Kayhanrepeatedlyaccusedjournalistsofespionageforforeign
states. (v) Several months after his arrestand imprisonment,
MaziarBahariwasforcedtomakefalse confessionsandafterhe
wasfinally able toleavethe country, he describedthe physical
andmental coercionforextractingthose confessions. Ineffect,
during the post-election days Kayhan Newspaper practically
acted as a part of the intelligence and security apparatusin
confrontingandsuppressingjournalistswith claimswhichwere
neverproveninacourtoflaw.

Also during the post-election days, using provocative titles
such as"AWave of People's Vendetta Against Mir Hossein
Mousavi", this newspaper attempted torile intelligence and
securityforcestocrackdownonthe protesters. (vi) Byassigning
responsibility for the deaths of dozens of protesters on the
streetstothe critical candidates, Kayhan Newspaper brought
up new chargeswhichwere neverproveninany courtoflaw.

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
believesthatduring those critical days, with the wide range of
accusationsKayhanNewspapermadeagainstpoliticalfigures
and groups, itplayed a pivotal role inlaying the ground for and
intensifying the crackdown of intelligence and security forces
againsttheprotesters. Forexample,on24 June 2009, Kayhan
wrote thatmoney was distributed amongst the post-elections
protesters. The newspaper further accused those close to
Mir Hossein Mousavi of involvementin these actions. (vii) A
largegroupofthisreformistcandidate'sclose supporterswere
arrested afterthe elections. The newspaperwrote:

"ltisinthe wake of such crimes, awave of people's vendetta
against Mir Hossein Mousavirin increasing every day. Mir
Hossein cannot dodge responsibility under the guise of
participatinginmemorialservicesforthedeadorchildishactions
suchaslightingcandles, etc. He cannotescape answeringthe
questionthat if he hadn'tinsisted on breaking the law--which
onlymeansthathe doesnothaveanycredible evidence[forhis
claims]--wouldthebackgroundandatmosphereandnecessary
conditions for all these crimes have been provided or not? All
thiswhile newsand substantive evidence exists[showing] that
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Thelnternational Campaign for Human Rightsin Irandemands an
investigationintotheroleof Hossein Shariatmadariin planning and
directingthepost-elections crackdownandtheutilization of Kayhan
newspaperinpromotionofviolenceagainstpeaceful protests,
accusationsandlibel againstlegal dissidents,and supportof
violenceagainsttheprotesters. Thelnternational Campaignfor
Human Rightsinlranalsodemandsthatconsideringthebackground
of Kayhan Newspaper's Editor-in-Chiefin security and intelligence
agenciesandhisdirectinterferenceincasessuchasthe 2005
arrestsofbloggersandsimilar cases, hisrelationshipwith security
organizationsbeclarified and hisrolein manipulating public
opiniontowardimplementation of goals and plans of intelligence
organizationstoward political objectivesbefurtherinvestigated.

during the recentdays, large sums of money were distributed
amongsttherioters and certain individuals who have all been
identified have been busy organizing hoodlums and gangsters
forcreatinginsecurityonthe streets. Alltheseactionsweredone
within the framework of supporting Mousavi and in significant
instances of it, official members of his [elections campaign]
headquarters andreformists closeto himwereinvolved."
While journalists such as Newsweek reporter Maziar Bahari
and reformist newspaper journalist Amir Hossein Mahdavi
were forced to make confessions, Kayhan Newspaper widely
publicized contents of those confessions. In the meantime,
independentlawyersandhumanrightsorganizationsallrefuted
the credibility of such confessions. Inone of its articles, Kayhan
Newspaper published Amir Hossein Mahdavi's confessions
and predicted that his confessions were "the first of their kind,"
a statementwhich attracted a lot of attention to the "prisoner
confessions project.” (viii) Over the next few weeks after this
article was published, more confessions by reformist figures
were published and broadcast on television, proving that
Kayhan's"prediction"hadbeencorrectandthatextractingforced
confessions hadinfactbeen seriouslyinprogressinprisons.

Though people such as Mir Hossein Mousavi, Khatami, or
Karroubiwere never tried in a court of law, immediately after
the elections, Kayhan's Editor-in-Chief began a campaign to
claimthat he had predicted the objections of the opposition
candidatesandthatallthiswasaplandictatedtothembyforeign
powers. (ix) Kayhan Editor-in-Chief's statements indicated
thatthe crackdown on protesters had been discussed several
months prior to the elections. In many ways the statements
closelyresembledtheindictmentagainstsome 100individuals
arrested during the post-election protests, whichwasread in
court several months after the publication of this article. The
similarities between Hossein Shariatmadari's statements and
whatwas stated in the indictment also strengthens suspicions
aboutthe Kayhan Editor-in-Chief'scoordination orcooperation
with intelligence organizations or the influence this newspaper
has on security organizations, all of which led to the crackdown
onthe protesters,whichleftdozensofpeopledeadandhundreds
injured.

Kayhan's Editor-in-Chief addressed the surprise of many
about his predictions regarding the post-elections unrest by
makingaccusations, whichhave neverbeenraisedinacourtof

lawagainstthe individuals named, stating:

"Many of those who were blaming Kayhan on Wednesday,
10 June 2009 about predicting the riots which would follow Mir
Hossein Mousavi's defeatin elections, complainingly asking
'How do you know there would be riots?!.' Starting on Saturday
13June 2009 intheirtelephone calls or visits, many would ask
with surprise, 'How did Kayhan know that Mousavi's gang was
planningto riot?' And our answer is that we didn't perform any
miracleshere! Anditwasn'tfortunetelling either! (x) Kayhanhas
onlyhadacursorylookatthe process ofthis story. Allthose who
have carefully followed the recent events from a few months
agotillnow,andwhohave observedthe undeniable attunement
of those claiming reforms with American and Israeli circles,
wouldreachtheundeniable conclusionthatthe awful-sounding
trumpet of the recent sedition is being played from the other
side ofthe borders and only its loudspeaker isinstalled inside
Mousavi's[campaign]headquarters. We have presentedample,
undeniable evidence aboutthis so far and allwe have heardin
return, instead of denials or reasoning, have been curses and
profanities..."

Inthe same article, Kayhan's Editor-in-Chief accused Mir
HosseinMousaviof"murdersofinnocentpeople, arrangingriots
andfracas, and especially cooperation with foreign servicesfor
weakeningtheIslamic Republicregime,"threateningtrialsand
potential punishment. The quoted instances are only asmall
sampling of statements and positions reflected by Kayhan's
Editor-in-Chiefmade during the days after the elections.

The International Campaign for Human Rightsin Iran
demandsaninvestigationintotherole of Hossein Shariatmadari
in planning and directing the post-elections crackdown and
the utilization of Kayhan newspaper in promotion of violence
against peaceful protests, accusations and libel againstlegal
dissidents, and supportof violence against the protesters. The
International CampaignforHumanRightsinlranalsodemands
that considering the background of Kayhan Newspaper's
Editor-in-Chiefin security and intelligence agencies and his
directinterferenceincasessuchasthe2005arrestsofbloggers
and similar cases, his relationship with security organizations
be clarified and his role in manipulating public opinion toward
implementationofgoalsandplansofintelligence organizations
toward political objectives be furtherinvestigated.ll

Footnotes

i.Articlein Kayhan Claiming Protests were Planned by Reformists,
KayhanNews, 14 June 2009,

http://kayhannews.ir/880324/2.htmitother206

ii.Articlein KayhanAccusing Reformists of Plotting Protests, Kayhan
News, 14 June 2009,

http://kayhannews.ir/880324/2.htm#tother208

iii.ProtestsAre the Work of Foreign Powers, Kayhan News, 15 June
2009,

http://kayhannews.ir/880325/2.htmitother204

iv.Whereisthe Command Room ofthe Riots?, Kayhan News, 16 June

20009,
http://kayhannews.ir/880326/2.htm#other200

v.JournalistsAre Spies for Foreign States, Kayhan News, 23 June 2009,
http://kayhannews.ir/880402/2.htm#other208

vi.AWave of People’s VendettaAgainst Mir Hossein Mousavi, Kayhan
News, 24 June 2009,

http://kayhannews.ir/880403/3.htmiother307

vii.lbid.

viii.Amir Hossein Mahdavi's Confession, Kayhan News, 28 June 2009,

http://kayhannews.ir/880408/2.htm#other209

ix.ProtestPlans were Dictated to Reformists by Foreign States, Kayhan
News, 28 June 2009,
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On the anniversary of thedisputed
June 2009 election and one year
ofunprecedented violence and
repressioninlIran, the International
Campaign for Human Rightsin
Iranis releasing this report naming )
fifteen leading officials responsible 5,,
forcarryingoutthe brutalrepression [£%
againstpeaceful protestorsandcivil
societyactivists.The 36-pagereport, &3
Men ofViolence: Perpetrators ofthe K
PostElection Crackdown, provides #
detailed profiles of fifteen officials
who eitherimplemented brutal Egs
policies of repression or instigated } -
and promoted violence against = ¢*
protestors. &
(Thereportisavailableinmultimedia ’l:.';'
as well as print formats on the =5
Campaign’swebsite). 4
Although the Iranian Judiciary :’f"‘ _
has moved swiftly in prosecuting m! : 2x
dissidentsandprotestorsinpatently g %=
unfair trails, it has taken no steps to @2
identify and hold responsible those 3.
committing widespread atrocities.

According to government’s own % 1 g
accounts, at least 48 protestors
died on the streets during the past
year as well as four detainees who
were murdered under torture atthe #*
Kahrizak Detention center. P [ i-2
According to Iranian human rights A ¢
defenders,thenumberofthosekilled *§ .5 -
is much higher, butthe government g y
has intimidated the families of the R

- pi
deadregarding publicizing their N M
names. i
The Campaign calls on the ""
internationalcommunity, particularly =
countries where the fifteen human j.
rights violators named in this report ;
maytraveltoorholdfinancialassets,
toimplement travel bans against
themandfreezetheirassets. These
countries could particularly include
member states of the European
Union, Canada, UAE,
and Malaysia.

http://www.iranhumanrights.org



