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International treaties 
and standards ignored

Access to 
reproductive 
health 
declining

Peaceful advocacy 
of women’s rights criminalized

Nasrin Sotoudeh 

A human rights lawyer 
imprisoned in 2018, Sotoudeh 
was issued a 38-year sentence 
for her defense of women 
activists. Granted medical 
furlough in 2021, she is at risk 
of re-imprisonment at any time.

Narges Mohammadi 

Recipient of the 2023 Nobel 
Peace Prize, Mohammadi has 
been imprisoned in 1998, 2010,
2012, 2016-2020, and since May 
2021 for her human rights 
advocacy and opposition to the
death penalty.

Sepideh Qoliyan 

Serving a five-year sentence 
since 2018 for supporting a 
peaceful labor strike, Qoliyan 
was briefly released in 2023, but 
re-imprisoned shortly thereafter 
for speaking out against the
government.

Growing international movement to recognize the systematic 
oppression of women and girls in Iran and Afghanistan as 
gender apartheid

Has not signed UN Convention on Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination against Women or addressed recommendations 
on gender in UN’s Universal Periodic Review

Ignores gender equality obligations in International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR); International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR); and 
International Labour Organization (ILO)

Iran scores near bottom of global rankings on women’s equality
Ranked 143rd out of 146 countries
World Economic Forum Global Gender Gap Report 2023

State hospitals/clinics 
no longer provide
free contraceptives

Access to family planning 
information/services 
now more restrictive


